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Good Food, Friends and Memories since 1946
Alexandria, PA • 814-669-9094
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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
I have no idea where 2023 went. Everything we have done here at the Jaffa 
seems like yesterday when I reflect back. We have begun planning for the 
2024 Circus (April 10th – 14th) and it feels like it just happened last 
month. Kenny Chesney understood what I mean in his song “Don’t Blink”.  
If you haven’t heard it, listen to it.

The future is bright at Jaffa because we have a solid foundation. This year, 
Recorder Illustrious Sir Robert Baranik and our Treasurer Noble Aaron 
Lantzy completed the financial audit that Tampa had ordered. We can 
report that they did not find a single exception item to write us up on.  
Our custodial team and Noble Earl Aurandt have our boiler systems 
stabilized and have consolidated the hot water system for the kitchen  
along with numerous other projects. The elevator has been rebuilt and 
recertified. This was made possible in part due to our Recorder and his  
lady Sue successfully completing a City of Altoona grant application that 
was brought to our attention by Noble Bruce Kelley. The kitchen drain 
project was completed without disturbing our banquet hall floor and is in 
good working order. Last, the leadership team and office staff have been 
able to settle into a routine and are working well together.

The Sportsmen’s Raffle, $50,000 cash raffle, Craft Show and Halloween 
Party have all contributed to the “fun and fellowship” part of being 
a Shriner. Lady Tracy and I were amazed at the creativity level of the 

Halloween costumes. A great time was had by all who attended. I have heard from a reliable source that this 
event is returning next year. We are looking forward to the Kiddies Christmas Party on Sunday December 
10th. This year we have returned to pre-Covid numbers. In speaking with Chief Rabban Randy Colyer, they are 
planning on serving 1100 turkey dinners that day and of course the world-famous Jaffa gift sacks! We should 
all be proud as the Jaffa Shrine family that we are able to put on a community outreach program of this size.

I was able to attend my first Puerto Rico outreach clinic that is quarterbacked by Shriners Children’s Philadelphia.  
We saw 298 kids in two days,  each one a special story as are their parents. The patience and graciousness of the 
Puerto Rico people is something I will never forget. Many of them waited 4 to 6 hours to see one of our doctors 
with the hope of us being able to help their child. I didn’t hear a single complaint-patience. One of my duties was 
to walk the families out of the clinic area to the check out and scheduling area. One of the mothers whose child is 
scheduled for an upcoming surgery in Philadelphia, asked for an interpreter. She wanted to know two things: (1) 
Was it okay to give me a hug? (2) Is this really true that Shriners is going to do this operation even though I can’t  
pay for it? The answer to both of her questions was Si. Her tears of joy are why “we do what we do”-graciousness.

Lady Tracy and I would like to thank you for a memorable year. Your support and friendship are overwhelming.  
We plan to stay active with our Jaffa family hopefully for many years to come. Remember your Shriners creed,  
to support our temples of mercy with you “spirit, time, talent and means.”

Fraternally,

Christopher E. Ritchey

 

*First line signers, remember to keep your guys involved at Lodge and the Shrine.*
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IMPORTANT
CONTACT 

INFORMATION

TEMPLE LEADERSHIP
Divan (Elected)  divan@jaffashriners.org
Divan (Appointed) divanappointed@jaffashriners.org
Divan Ladies divanladies@jaffashriners.org
Past Potentates pp@jaffashriners.org 

Office/Facility Staff
Main Office 814.944.4043 x 0 
 office@jaffashriners.org
Recorder 814.949.6206 
 recorder@jaffashriners.org
Danielle Crist (Administrative) dcrist@jaffashriners.org
Laurie DaNiell (Office Finance) ldaniell@jaffashriners.org
Facility Coordinator 814.944.4043 x 105 
 rentals@jaffashriners.org
Food Service Manager kitchen@jaffashriners.org
Box Office 814.944.4043 x 110

COMMITTIES
Mountain City Beer & Wine Festival brewers@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Sports Show sportsshow@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Shrine Circus circus@jaffashriners.org
Circus Groups circusgroups@jaffashriners.org
Circus Ads circusads@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Sportsmen Raffle sportsraffle@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Craft Show craftshow@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Journal journal@jaffashriners.org
Membership membership@jaffashriners.org
Concessions concessions@jaffashriners.org
Parades parades@jaffashriners.org
Public Relations pr@jaffashriners.org
Investment  investment@jaffashriners.org
Improvement Association improvement@jaffashriners.org
Kitchen Committee kitchencommittee@jaffashriners.org
Insurance Committee insurancecommittee@jaffashriners.org
Wiring wiring@jaffashriners.org

SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN
Shriners Children’s Erie 800.873.5437
Shriners Children’s Philadelphia 800.281.4050
Shriners Children’s Dayton, OH 800.875.8580

Meghan Imler
Meghan@BlueKnobAuto.com
Phone: (814) 317-3005 • Fax: (814) 695-0969

9:00AM - 8:00PM
Thursdays, Fridays
& Saturdays

TRIANGLE BARBER SHOP
Open Monday thru Friday 8:30AM–5:30PM Saturday until 

2:00PM

Haircutting 
by Experts

Bill Herr, 
Sr. - Prop. 

and Bill Herr Jr.

1518 12th Ave. Altoona, PA 942-7222

Jaffa 
Greeters

Meets Monthly • 3rd Sunday • 2:30pm

INTERESTED IN PARADING
BUT THINK YOU CAN'T DO IT?

We have the solution for you . . .

WE PARADE IN A BEAUTIFUL TRAILER!

For all details, contact Barry Yingling
814 .441 .8186 | barryyingling1958@gmail .com

Col. K. R. Miller, Jr.
AUCTIONEERING SERVICE

Since 1971 • At Your Place or Ours
3694 Mill Road, Duncansville, PA 16635
PHONE: 814-695-0351 or 814-696-1913

Email: CrossKeys01@colmillerauction.com

colmillerauction.com
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2802 Pleasant Valley Boulevard, Altoona, PA 16602
814-201-2277 • superiordetalling.net

HOURS
Monday-Thursday

9am - 5pm
Friday: 9am - 6pm

Saturday: 9am - 5pm
Sunday: 9am - 2pm

New Enterprise 
Stone & Lime Co., Inc.

For All Your Residential and Commercial Needs
Serving Central Pennsylvania Since 1924

Corporate Office 814-766-2211 www.nesl.com
PA H.I. Contractors Lic. #PA037617

Dorcas Temple
No. 129, Daughters of the Nile

This year Daughters of the Nile rolled 
out Nile November, challenging the local 
Temples to show their thankfulness by 
giving to the community, and Dorcas 
Temple was up to the challenge. We 
started out November with a member 
appreciation potluck dinner followed by 
a presentation of $1000 in Sams Club 
gift cards to Billie Egan of the Mountain 
Lion Backpack program. The Mountain 
Lion Backpack program gives food for the weekend 
to elementary school children in the AASD. We were 
given permission to set up a donation box at the Jaffa  

Craft Show to collect food items. Pictured: 
Janet  Grove,  PQ  1979,  Iris  Hileman  PQ 1992, 
Mickie Loy PQ 2000, Sandy Pritts PQ 2004, 
Janet Peña PQ 2005, Jaclyn Grove PQ 2007  
and 2021,  Sylvia Colyer PQ 2008, Leah 
Wilson PQ 2011, Carolyn Painter PQ 
2016, Beverly Harris PQ 2020, and Robin 
Nixon, JPQ 2022. Our past queens are our 
backbone of our local temple ensuring 
that protocol for sessions is followed and 

holding many positions within our temple.  Several of 
our past queens proudly wore their year’s attire as we 
celebrated Nile November.

JAFFA BUSINESS MEETING, ELECTIONS,
OPEN INSTALLATION, LADIES FELLOWSHIP,

AND DINNER

Saturday January 6, 2024
at the Jaffa Shrine Center

_____________________________________________________________________

2:00 PM Jaffa Business Meeting
Ladies Fellowship in Lower Level

3:00 PM Jaffa Elections
4:00 PM Open Installation
5:00 PM Dinner

Dress Code:Men-Business Casual with Sport Coat with Fez

RSVP by:

Nominators, Divan and anyone on stage
-Tux or Masonic Dress

Ladies-Business Casual

Friday December 29, 2023
Ladies Fellowship is open to ALL Ladies.

_____________________________________________________________________
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

JAFFA DONATIONS
In Memory of Edith Deloris 

Costella 
Mt Olive Lutheran Church

In Memory of Nancy J. Levin  
Ronald Porter

In Memory of J. Hudson Cosner 
Ronald Porter

Ride for Love 
David Peterman Towing/Stultz Towing

Jason Mapes DBA Altoona Small Engine

Lil’ Vettes

CNB Bank

Chris & Tracey Ritchey

Frederick Lock & Key Inc

For The Good of the Hospital
Roadrunners

Fred L. Kagarise

Deanna Adamson

Martin & John Ritchick

David & Jane Zazworsky

In Memory of Jessie Lych
Shirley Ritenour

In Memory of John R. “Moby” Zollinger
Holly Miller & Suzanne Pahach

In Memory of Franklin Paul Keyser
Timothy & Brenda Custer

In Memory of John Collins 
Jaffa Roadrunners

In Memory of John Collins & Jack Laing
Clearfield County Shrine Club

In Memory of Tom Morrison, Jr.
Jaffa Shrine Motor Corps

In Memory of Mary Michaels
William Michaels

In Honor of Christopher Ritchey
Galen Dreibelbis

Holly Mille
Shirley Ritenour

Kimberly S. Stern
Gary & F Ruth Morningstar

Scott & Norman Henderson
Shirley Ritenour

Roger Rayman 
Harold E. Wahl

In memory of Anita Jean McDowell 
Ron & Peg Porter
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JAFFA COLOR GUARD
MEETS 3RD WEDNESDAY

7:00PM

Changing the Game: Adaptive Sports 
Adaptive sports, modified to fit the needs of the athlete, allow individuals to continue to do what they 
love. 
Like many of our patients, Steven has grown up coming to Shriners Children’s Philadelphia since the 
age of 5. He was diagnosed with transverse myelitis, a neurological disorder caused by inflammation to 
both sides of a section of the spinal cord. In Steven’s situation, the inflammation occurred in his cervical 
spine. 

Due to his condition, Steven has impaired strength and sensation throughout his arms and legs. This is 
defined as incomplete quadriplegia (tetraplegia). 

After making the switch from playing wheelchair basketball three years ago, Steven began playing 
wheelchair rugby through the Magee Rehabilitation Program, and he has loved it ever since. 

While he was a patient, Steven worked with 
our team of physical therapists, where sports
-specific training was a part of his care plan. 

“His goals were to get stronger for his sport 
and with his upper extremity strength and 
range of motion limitations; he needed the 
specialization/skill set of a physical therapist 
to adapt his strength training movements.” 
Says, Christin Krey, PT, MPT, PCS. 

“Ms. Christin was my therapist in my later 
years there, and she really set the tone and 
helped develop a workout schedule for back 
at home, which has paid off tons! Everyone 

I’ve worked with was amazing. All of the therapists always found a way to mix in some fun with the 
work, which always made the session much more enjoyable and made me eager to work!” said Steven. 

What is wheelchair rugby? 

Wheelchair rugby is a contact sport played on a basketball court. Four players per team will be on the 
court at one time, and the goal is to take the volleyball from one end of the court to the other end within 
40 seconds.* 

Wheelchair Rugby Safety Tips: 

 Take care of your hands and tape them up with protective tape, hand blisters are common. 
 Rugby is an aerobic sport, practice endurance and work on cardio. 
 Always make sure your sports chair is fitted correctly and secured safely. Most sports chairs will 

have straps and belts, some chairs may even include lap, foot and chest belts to keep players safe. 
 
It is important to take safety precautions during the summer and all year round while participating in 
adaptive sports programs, and always consult your doctor before starting any new adaptive exercise 
program. 
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Enzo Gets Back in the Game 
Enzo was born with bilateral fibular hemimelia, a rare birth defect 
where part of, or a patient's whole fibula in the leg, is missing. 
He became a patient when he was 10 months old after his family 
learned that Shriners Children's was able to offer below-the-
knee amputation and a prosthesis to help Enzo improve his 
functional abilities. 

Growing up with a prosthetic leg has not stopped Enzo, now 18, 
from doing anything that he loves. Whether this is through sports, 
video games, or playing with his two brothers, he has remained 
active and unstoppable. Within the past few years, he has grown 
to love the sport of basketball. 

When he isn't coaching his younger brother's basketball team, or playing video games, he usually can be found playing 
a game of pickup basketball with his friends. 

With traditional prosthetic feet, it can be challenging to play a sport, as they lack rotational and multi-axial movement, 
which ultimately places a lot of stress on the residual limb and knee joint. To improve his performance and comfort level 
while playing, Enzo was recently fit to receive a state-of-the-art high-activity foot with a torsion adapter. This was made 
possible thanks to the Timothy J. Piazza Foundation. 

The Timothy J. Piazza Foundation was founded after Jim and Evelyn Piazza's son Tim tragically passed away in 
February 2017. They created the Timothy J. Piazza Memorial Foundation in his honor. 

As stated on the foundation's website: "In order to fulfill Tim's life and career goals, and to give life to his legacy, his 
family and friends have established a foundation in Tim's memory to help others who are in need. The Timothy J. 
Piazza Memorial Foundation provides support to those who are in need of prosthetic devices." 

"We chose this high-activity foot with a torsion module to allow additional rotational movement when pivoting and 
turning, and to absorb shock when landing from a jump. These features will not only improve Enzo's athletic 
performance but increase his comfort while playing." – Calli Clark, MSPO, CPO/L, Director of Orthotics and Prosthetics 

With this new device, Enzo is looking forward to additional mobility when playing basketball, as well as finally being able 
to wear flip-flops. "I can wear flip-flops now!" he said. 

Shriners Children’s is so thankful for the generous support from the Timothy J. Piazza Memorial Foundation. Since 
2018 they have granted over $228,000 to the hospital. Their foundation raises money and awareness through various 
events including an annual golf tournament, where patients like Enzo have spoken to the crowd and shared their 
gratitude. 

Enzo’s senior year took a turn when he developed an infection after amputation revision surgery that he had in 
February 2022. He was out of school from November 2022 to March 2023, and returned to school with just enough time 
to attend his senior trip to Walt Disney World. Enzo is now an incoming college freshman. 

Until his infection was fully healed, Enzo could not receive his new prosthetic. Still, Luis and Jen, two practitioners from 
the Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic Services (POPS) department, knew exactly what to do! They made a temporary 
prosthetic in-house so Enzo could enjoy his senior class trip. "Luis and Jen did everything they could to get him to 
Disney," said Andrea, Enzo's mother. To thank Luis and Jen, Enzo surprised them both with T-shirts that read, "My 
prosthetist made my trip." 

Enzo and his family are incredibly grateful to Shriners Children's and the care provided to them. "Words 
cannot describe how grateful we are. Whenever you call, someone is always there. It's wonderful,” said 
Andrea. 
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LEXI’S STORY

Jaffa Oriental Band
Meets 2nd Wednesday 

of each month

JAFFA SHRINE CENTER | ALTOONA, PA
Visitors Welcome!

GREENWOOD POOLS & SPAS
1560 E. Pleasant Valley Blvd., Altoona, PA 16602

(814) 943-1607 • (888) 943-SWIM
Your Way to Family Fun!!

www.greenwoodpools.com PA HIC 002005

Terry Diamond, Donor Development at Shriners Children’s 
Philadelphia shared the following letter:

We have mailed a check from our daughter’s boyfriend’s 
grandparents (The Mills) to you for $500 in honor of our 
daughter Lexi Hirtzel.

She was a patient of Dr Samdani in 2015 having VBT 
done when it was still an experimental surgery.  Shriners 
Philadelphia made it all possible and was a life-changing 
event. This has allowed her to play and win 2 state field 
hockey championships and go on to play D1 field hockey at 
Towson University in Baltimore.

Dr Samdani and the Staff are true Rock Stars in the world 
of helping children.  It was very bittersweet at our last visit; 
Lexi will be graduating to an adult doctor next visit as she 
turns 21 next May.  We will always hold a special place in 
our hearts for what was done for our daughter and support 
giving to Shriners Hospital Philadelphia. 

Thank you and all the Shriners  for what they do.

Carey and Jennie Hirtzel

Lexi Hirtzel

Louisville Ky
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JAFFA HIGHLANDERS PROVOST GUARD 

5930 6th Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
814.942.0691

www.carnegieequipment.com

Lightner Electronics Inc.
Audio, Video, Communications,

Networking, and Industrial Electronics 
Repair and Sales

www .LighterElectronics .com
Email: sales@LightnerElectronics .com

1771 Beaverdam Road, Claysburg, PA 16625
TOLL FREE: 866-239-3888 PHONE: 814-239-8323

TRIP TO ATLANTIC CITY

10 Jaffa Journal



JAFFA HIGHLANDERS PROVOST GUARD 
Greetings fellow Nobles.  First off, I’d like to wish you all an upcoming Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas!  
The Jaffa Highlanders have had a big year of parades and events as usual.  We’ve enjoyed supporting Jaffa, and 
the Hospitals, with one of the best ways... playing the bagpipes and drums!

We also have helped to raise money, and donated that money at various points throughout the year (with more 
to come), but one of those times was with Syria Shrine’s Highlanders during their pub crawl.  We were able to 
attend an event and help present  their Potentate and Roadrunners a check for $5,700 due to the combined 
efforts of both bands during the crawl.

Last, but not least, our 14th Annual Robert Burns Supper is coming this January 20th, 2024.  It will be a 
Saturday Night filled with entertainment, Excise Distillery giving free samplings, great food provided by the 
Casino’s chef, bagpipes, some haggis to sample, wonderful (and sometimes more tongue in cheek) poetry by 
Robert Burns, and all the fellowship to go along with it all.  

We hope you’ll join us.  If you’ve never attended one of our Robert Burns Suppers, you’ve been missing out.   
You can get your tickets here by scanning the QR code.

We look forward to a great end to this year, and an even more stellar 2024 with our fellow Shriners.  Shrine on!

Fraternally,

Matt Evans, P.M.

Pipe Major - Jaffa Highlanders
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OCTOBER 2023HALLOWEEN PARTY
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OCTOBER 2023HALLOWEEN PARTY
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OCTOBER 2023HALLOWEEN PARTY
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OCTOBER 2023HALLOWEEN PARTY

FREDERICK LOCK & KEY INC.
Service and Integrity are the Keys to our Success

Complete Locksmith Service
Commercial • Industrial • Residential • Auto

Transponder Keys and Programming

1022 6th Ave., Altoona, PA 16602
814-943-3057

Meets the 
fourth Thursday

in unit room.

Contact the o�cers at 
provost@ja�ashriners.org
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Masonic Event of The Year 2024AWARDS AND OBITUARIES

DRILL TEAM: Captain - Barry A. Leonard PC, 1st Lt - Thomas L. Cook 
PC, 2nd Lt - Raymond D. Berkhimer, PC, Equipment Officer - Harry L. 

Chirdon PC, Chief Warrent Officer - Thomas J. Noland, PC

Philip J. Mentzer .............................Commander
Donald A. Wagaman .......................1st Lt. Cmdr.
Kenneth S. McCloskey .................. 2nd Lt. Cmdr.
Thomas L. Cook PC ..............Recording Adjutant
Gerald W. Lower PC, PP .........Financial Adjutant
Raymond D. Berkhimer, PC .......Financial Officer
Barry A. Leonard PC ..............................Chaplain 

2023 LEGION OF HONOR OFFICERS

Meets the 
second 

Wednesday 
at 7:30

Community Service- Volunteerism Award

 Joseph Robertazzi (Altoona) - Joe choses to 
come into the office for his work shift. While working, 
he volunteers to help on whatever project is needed. He 
placed soda tab collection jars in the office to benefit 
sick children. He also serves on the Christmas party 
committee donating many hours of his time to planning 
fundraisers and helping with the various functions to 
make the fundraisers a success. When not at work, Joe 
takes care of his sick mother providing her with all she 
needs while also serving as a Shriner. Joe does many 
selfless things that go unnoticed. Most recently, Joe 
took an annual day to visit a children’s hospital and see 
all the good works they do and how his contributions 
as a Shriner make the children’s hospital stay a little 
brighter. For these and many other reasons, I submit 
Joe for the Community Service Award. He exudes the 
positivity and kindness towards others that we all need 
to have!

Congratulations to the winner of our Quilt Raffle, 
Janet Grove, drawn by Potentate Chris Ritchey at the 
Jaffa Craft Show. 

In 2024, we are collecting gently used or new shoes  
as a fundraiser.  If you would like to make a shoe 
donation, please reach out to one of our members.  

It’s with a heavy heart that we have to announce the 
passing of John Collins, President of the Jaffa Oriental 
Band. He went with the black camel in September. He 
orchestrated the Road Runner transportation on the 
Clearfield side for many years. He also was a member 
of Noble Lodge 480 and the Clearfield County Shrine 
Club and was the snake operator for the Oriental band.  
He participated in a great number of activities within 
each organization. He will be greatly missed. 

Until we rise to meet you again. Rest in peace. 

Fraternally,  The Jaffa Oriental Band
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20th Masonic District 
Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania 

Jason A. Wilkinson, P.M., Principal 
One Day Class Coordinator 
Phone: (814) 327-6555 
E-Mail: jasonwilkinson6555@gmail.com

Dear Nobles, Brethren, and Potential Candidates within the 20th Masonic District and beyond, 

With the One Day Masonic Journey in March there are some points of interest I would like to share with you. 
All petitions are to be handled in the traditional way, read one month, laid over for investigation and balloted 
on the following month. All petitions will need acted upon no later than the March Stated Meetings. That 
means you will need your petitions turned in by February Stated Meeting! If you have a candidate from a 
different Masonic District, you will need the permission of your District Deputy Grand Master and they will in 
turn contact Lawrence J. Bilotto, District Deputy Grand Master of the 20th Masonic District or myself after my 
installation as District Deputy Grand Master on January 7th. 

The Lodge Secretary will be responsible for registering your Lodge’s candidates that day. If for any reason he 
is unable to attend that day you will need to have someone fill in for him and perform the duties that day. 
Sign in sheets and candidate packets will already be there. The Lodge Secretary will be responsible for 
entering the candidate’s information after final confirmation received from the Coordinator that he was 
present for all degrees.  

The candidate will need to bring an approval letter with him to the Jaffa Shrine. The Lodge Secretary should 
make a copy and take it with him just in case a candidate forgets it. I’m sure it will happen to someone. In our 
Lodge we are inviting the candidates and their mentors to our Brother’s Breakfast to inform them what is 
going happen that day, what he will need to gain entrance (Approval letter & Photo I.D.) and how to dress. A 
meeting like this can be held at your Lodge’s convenience and would be a good idea. The Grand Master 
requires one mentor for a candidate. There is a place on the approval letter for the mentor’s name.  

The mentors will be instructed on the steps, signs and grips and words. The mentor’s instruction will be 
between each degree in the 21st Lounge. Additionally there will be instruction provided at the 20th Masonic 
District, School of Instruction. 

After the Masonic Ritual, by a waiver from the Right Worshipful Grand Master, a new member may join the 
Valley of Altoona, Scottish Rite and/or Jaffa Shriners. The Rite of the Road program planned allows you to join 
Scottish Rite in very little time. 

As a member you may be asking what you can do to help. Please go to your lodge’s February Stated Meeting 
and let your Secretary know that you would like help with the One Day Class. I imagine all the lodges are 
scrambling to find mentors. This is the must go to Masonic Event of the year. There will be a luncheon 
available and a dinner after the Scottish Rite and Shriners International rituals and ceremonies have 
completed.  

Registration begins at 9:00 AM on Saturday Morning, March 23, 2024 at the Jaffa Shrine Center. Get out to 
your Lodges, see how you can help, and attend this event. 

Masonic Event of The Year 2024AWARDS AND OBITUARIES
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Contact the 
facility coordinator at 
rentals@jaffashriners.org

Two floors of expansive space that can 
accommodate concerts, weddings, anniversaries, 
banquets and exhibitions. 

The banquet hall consists of adjoining halls 
with a combined seating of nearly 900 guests. 
Partitioning is available for smaller groups.  
The auditorium has a large stage for concert/
theater performances and can accommodate 
over 3500 guests.

401 Pleasant Valley Blvd., 
Altoona, PA

814-942-3000

3100 Pleasant Valley Blvd., 
Altoona, PA

814-942-9000

NEW VEHICLES • PREOWNED VEHICLES
CERTIFIED PREOWNED VEHICLES • BODYSHOP

SERVICE CENTER • EXPRESS LANE • PARTS

814-944-2078
9 Logan Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

www.gingrichinsurance.com

Personal • Commercial • Life & Health

Friendly Hometown Service

JAFFA SHRINE CENTER 
RESERVATIONS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

WEBFEZ INFORMATION
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As we try to improve our communication efforts, Jaffa will be sending a monthly 
information email via WebFez. I have included an attachment to show how to reg-
ister in WebFez. Once you have registered, you will be able to check your records 
to make sure your address, telephone, email and shrine records are correct. This 
will ensure that you are getting the information concerning upcoming activities 
and special meetings that might be of interest to you.

It will be every noble’s responsibility to make sure their email address is correct. 
If you do not have an email account, I would ask some to make sure they are 
passing along the information. I would also encourage you to include your sig-
nificant other’s email address. That way, they are aware of what is going on and 
can help you keep track of important dates. Should you need help setting up your 
WebFez account, contact the Jaffa office or Jim Miller.

The newsletter will come out during the first week of the month. If your unit or 
club is having a special event, please send the following information to info@jaf-
fashriners.org. All questions must be answered and submitted no later than the 
25th of the month to be included in the following months newsletter.

Name and reason for the event?
Date and time of event?
Location of the event?

Cost to participate?
Is it open to wives/families?
Is it open to the public?
What is the dress code?

You should only submit those activities that are open to all Shriners. 

Any inappropriate submissions will be deleted.

• Go to your browser’s address bar
and type in webfez.shrinenet.org

• Click the           button on the Login 
page.

• From the Registration page, choose your 
Temple from the drop-down list and then 
type in your Shrine ID (found on your 
membership card) and your First and Last 
names.

• Click on the Register button. You will be 
directed to the Create a New Account 
page. On this page enter an E-mail 
address that you will use to log in with, 
confirm the E-mail address, and then 
enter and confirm your Password.

• Scroll down to read the WebFez User
Agreement and Privacy policy. Agree by
clicking the checkbox.

• After the checkbox is selected, click on
Register. This will Register you for WebFez
and log you into the system.

1 

How to Register for WebFez: 

Use WebFez to verify 
your personal 

information, payments 
and Shrine activity 

To log in to WebFez please 
follow the steps below: 

• Go to your browser’s
address bar and type in
webfez.shrinenet.org

• Enter your login E-mail
address and Password
in the designated fields:

• Click Log in:

How to Log in to WebFez: 
Important: In order to log in to WebFez, 
you must first be registered. If you have 
not yet registered, please see the other 
side of this flyer for instructions.  

Use WebFez to verify 
your personal 

information, payments 
and Shrine activity 

2 

You only need to register once. 

WEBFEZ INFORMATION

• Landscaping Materials
• Ready-Mixed Concrete 
 & Building Supplies
• Coal Pick-Up & Delivery
• Concrete Countertops

Mill Run Road & 
31st Street, Altoona, PA

(814) 944-8175

Don’t FROWN....start
CLOWNING AROUND!

Join the Calliope Clowns!!
Meetings are 3rd Wednesdays at

7:30pm in the Clown room.
Contact Bigsby (553-2043) or 

Lumpy (932-5692) with questions.

Mallows
Service Center, Inc.

HARDWARE and
SERVICE STATION

25th Avenue & Juniata Gap Road
Altoona, PA

Phone: 944-1293

Antiques and Collectible
BUY - SELL - TRADE

814.695.6245

NEW and
USED
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$30 PRE EVENT | $40 AT THE DOOR | $50 VIP
All sales are final. Event will occur regardless of weather. 

Designated Drivers are admitted Free.

VIP 4pm-5pm  |  General Admission 5pm-8pm

Saturday, January 13, 2024 
at the Jaffa Shrine Center

For more information, visit:  jaffashriners.org/brewfestival
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$30 PRE EVENT | $40 AT THE DOOR | $50 VIP
All sales are final. Event will occur regardless of weather. 

Designated Drivers are admitted Free.

VIP 4pm-5pm  |  General Admission 5pm-8pm

Saturday, January 13, 2024 
at the Jaffa Shrine Center

For more information, visit:  jaffashriners.org/brewfestival

McCoy’sMcCoy’s
Lawn & Garden Sales and Service

Big Boys Get Their Toys At McCoys

BRIAN McCOY

■ Toro
■ Kubota

■ Stihl
■ Wheel Horse

■ Honda
■ ExMark

Ph: (814) 224-5335 7820 Woodbury Pike
Fax: (814) 224-5897 Roaring Spring, PA 16673

www.mccoyslawnandgarden.com

JAFFA COLOR GUARD
MEETS 3RD WEDNESDAY

7:00PM

WANTED
New Members

Come Ride With Us

JAFFA CYCLE 
CORPS

The Shriners Children’s Philadelphia team was thankful to 
have Chris Ritchey, vice chairman of the board of governors, 
at the recent November Outreach Clinic in Dorado, Puerto 
Rico. Chris met with the local leadership of Orlando Health, 
Shriners, families, and more to assist in the outreach clinic.

OUTREACH CLINIC

DO YOU KNOW A NEW 
MEMBER OF JAFFA?

If so, invite him to attend your unit meeting (or go 
with him to something he is interested in!!) 
GET HIM INTERESTED & INVOLVED!!

Join us!!
Meetings are 2nd Wednesday

of each month 7pm

EAT ’N PARK in

INDIANA, PA

INDIANA COUNTY SHRINE CLUB
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Kindness, Compassion, and Respect
Lloyd C. Sorge, Supervisor 

Curry Supply Holdings

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF JAFFA SHRINERS

CS
 TRUCKING

THE STATUE
BY DEAN MCKNIGHT

It’s not bronze; It’s not stone; I really don’t know what 
it’s made from. I only know what it means to me. I 
pass this statue when I’m driving home and when I 
visit the majestic old building where it stands. It is 
a symbol to all who look its way.  It is in fact called 
the “Editorial Without Words” and when you look 
at it you instantly see a man carrying a child who 
can’t walk alone. But you also see that the man is a 
Shriner. A Shriner just like you and me. Well maybe 
not exactly like me. At my age the statue moves 
better than I do. I’m so proud to be a Shriner and I 
want people to know that even though I’m not the 
man with the child in his hands, I helped in my own  
small way to make that moment happen. 

Who would you and I be if we were not known as a 
Shriners. A brilliant man once said, “If you live long 
enough, you will outlive your reputation”. Well, I’ve 
lived long enough. There are only a few people who 
remember I was a banker and they wish they could 
forget. But last Sunday I attended a show in Pittsburgh 
and as I went into the theatre with my walker something 
happened. I was overwhelmed with questions in my 
mind. Where were my seats; What will I do with my 
walker; and most important of all; Where’s the men’s 
room? Almost immediately a tall man, at least my 
age, approached me and said “Welcome brother”. The 
man introduced himself as an usher and said he was 
a Syria Shriner. I told him I was from Jaffa in Altoona 
and that I was completely lost. He then took over and 
made sure I found the men’s room, my seat, and took 
care of my walker until the show was over. To the 
thousand or so other people at the show that day I 
was just a stranger, but to another Shriner I was a 
friend in need. At my age I also go to a lot of funeral 
services. I go to make sure the deceased didn’t leave a 
note telling everyone how much money I owed them. 
At some of them I’m just a stranger but when I go to 

Good’s funeral home, there’s Brother Barry Leonard, 
and at Stevens my buddy Duane Bordell, making 
sure I don’t have to wait in line too long. Then at  
Meyers-Somers Jeff Somers slips me an extra piece 
(or two) of candy.

I’m not the man with the child in his hands  
but I am the man with the pin on my lapel that says  
he was a Shriner just like me. Am I proud to wear  
that pin? You bet I am. Am I happy when I need a 
little help and another Shriner friend says “Can I  
help you?” You bet I am. 

How about the pride you, like me, may feel when  
you see two of our Shriners Daniel Ramsey, and Mike 
Kessling on a TV show encouraging ticket sales to a 
Jaffa event. I admit they were not statues but one of 
them did freeze when the camera turned on him. 

Pay attention to our Jaffa statue when you see it and 
put a smile of pride on your face. I’m sure there will 
never be a Dean McKnight statue in some park but 
it’s OK. It’s OK because that statue in front of our very 
own Jaffa Shrine building is a statue of me, and of 
you fellow Shriner. Put on your fez, stand in front of 
the mirror, and throw out your chest. Now call your 
grandchildren and ask if they have seen the statue 
of you on Broad Avenue. That’s a lot better than 
your grandchildren calling you, and you can’t even 
remember where Broad Avenue is.  Now our job is 
to make sure that statue and the ideals it represents 
lasts for generations. It might be a tough job but just 
remember, we were all Masons and builders first.  
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600 E. Chestnut Ave.  •  944-6139
1118 12th St.  •  944-5033

2329 Broad Ave.  •  943-1310
510 Blair St., Hollidaysburg  •  693-0270

2827 Earlystown Rd., Centre Hall  •  364-1608

THOMPSON
PHARMACY
THOMPSON
PHARMACY

Visit us at: www.ccscustombuilders.com

Proud members of:
Blair County Chamber of Commerce
Blair, Bedford Builders Association PA License #075923

Call for All Your Building and Remodeling Needs!

CCS Custom Building 
& Remodeling, Inc.

400 East Pleasant Valley Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602

Ph: (814) 943-3809
Fax: (814) 943-2981

ccscustombuilders@gmail.com
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In Remembrance of Those 
Visited by the Black Camel

The Officers and Nobles of Jaffa Shrine express their sincere sympathy to the families of these departed 
Nobles. Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers.

ATTENTION NOBLES: Have you told your Lady and family that when you pass on, to give your Shrine and Masonic effects 
(Fez, jewelry, uniform, etc.) to a Mason in your family, or return them to the Jaffa Shrine Center. We will give them to some de-
serving Noble or return them to the Masonic organization. PLEASE DO NOT let these Shrine and Masonic items get into garage 
sales, flea markets or the wrong hands. Thank you!

NOBLE LOCATION PASSED
John Collins  Clearfield, PA 09/22/2023

Lee N. Schrack Loganton, PA 1/19/2023

Ray W. Cunningham Campbellsville, KY 1/23/2023

Rodney Schrock Somerset, PA 12/12/2017

David C. Plank Sr. Altoona, PA 10/17/2023

NOBLE LOCATION PASSED
Gary L. Best Jersey Shore, PA 9/20/2023

Thomas E. Morrison Irvona, PA 11/7/2023

Edward T. Strong Altoona, PA 11/21/2023

Joseph Ondrejik Johnstown, PA 11/22/2023

Norman A. Stiver Lancaster, PA 5/7/2023

CRUSHED STONE | DIMENSIONAL STONE
RAILROAD DIVISION

Towing | Rebuildable Vehicles
Late Model Used Auto Parts
Nationwide Locating Service

8358 Woodbury Pike, Roaring Spring, PA 16673

814.695.8079 814.224.2337

Always the Place for a Better Deal
John A. Bloom, Owner

814-236-2670 ♦ 814-236-1186 Fax ♦ 800-834-1615
478 1st Street, Grampian, PA 16838

G R A M P I A N
Hardware • Appliances • Television

W.H. KELLY & SON
QUALITY MONUMENTS SINCE 1873

Office Manager - Damian Charlesworth

209 Union Ave, Altoona PA
814-944-8572

whkellymonuments@gmail.com
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CALL
814-793-3341
GARY LONG’S TIRE

For All Your Tire Needs
Martinsburg, PA
M-F 8am to 5pm
Sat 8am to 5pm

JAFFA USHERS
Meetings: February 17, April 21, 

September 15 and December 15

New members welcome!
Help us tell people where to go!

The Jaffa Divan and Improvement Association 
Have launched a capital campaign to raise funds to install air conditioning in the auditorium  
of the Jaffa Shrine Center as well as replace the aging AC unit servicing the banquet hall. 
Information regarding ways to contribute will be mailed out shortly to the Nobility.

Yes, I want to help Make The Jaffa Shrine Center Usable Year Round! You can count on me to...

DONATE:     $1,000 PLEDGE:
    $150     $1,000 (two installments) $________ Monthly
    $250     $1,500 For The Next
    $500     $2,500 _______Months
    $500 (two installments)     $5,000 (Up To 24 Months)
    $750     Other_________

Name____________________________________________________________ Shrine # _________________________
Signature __________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________
PAYMENT METHOD:    Mastercard    Visa      Discover      Check
Credit Card Number _________________________________________________________________________________
Expiration Date__________________________________ Security Code _______________________________________

Six Generations 
Strong

Altoona, PA
Family owned 
and operated 

since 1903

Very active and supportive of our community
Visit our outlet store: Route 764 in Duncansville

814-283-0049

Hours: Monday – Friday 8am to 7pm
Saturday – Sunday 8am to 3pm

Home of true outlet pricing
We are your one stop fundraising spot!

WRIGHT KNOX MOTOR LINES

Armagh, PA 15920
Gladys Knox

Local & Long Distance
US & Canada

Daryl Phipps
800-828-4023
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Pepsi Beverage 
Company

562 Ritts Road
Altoona

814-940-3900

16611 Dunnings Hwy. • Duncansville, PA 16635
Phone & Fax: 814-693-8665

Owners: Ben & Marlene Weyandt
www.ezstreetautosales.com

Free Lessons: Bagpipes, Drums & Color Guard

JOIN THE JAFFA HIGHLANDERS
Business Meetings are the 2nd Sunday of the month 

Practice Every Sunday at 2pm in the Band Room

For more information contact W. Matt Evans
at wmattevans@gmail.com or 814-935-8364

Homestyle Cooking in a Relaxed Atmosphere
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

McElhattan/Woolrich Exit off Rt. 220
Box 241, McElhatten, PA 17748

570-769-7385

Mon-Thur 6am - 8pm
Fri-Sat 6am - 9pm

Sun 7am - 8pm

RESTAURANTRestless OaksRestless Oaks

NMLS #101157

HEMMINGER HOMES
MODEL HOMES ALWAYS ON DISPLAY

Complete Manufactured Housing Center
Modular • Sectional • Single Wide

Sales • Service • Supply Store

1-800-634-4687

Family Owned Business Since 1972
1023 Baer Lane, Somerset www.hemmingerhomes.com

JAFFA PETITION FOR 
INITIATION & MEMBERSHIP 

$200 Fee includes Fez 

CANDIDATE INFORMATION
Full Name __________________________________

Address ____________________________________

___________________________________________

Telephone_______________ Cell _______________

Spouse’s First Name _________________________

Profession or Occupation ______________________

Work Telephone _____________________________

Birthplace________________ Date of Birth _______  

Were you ever a DeMolay? _____________________

Have you previously applied for admission 

to any Shrine of the Order? ____________________

If so, what Shrine center and when? _____________

To the Potentate, Officers and Nobles of Jaffa Shrine situated in the Oasis 
of Altoona, Desert of Pennsylvania, I have resided at my current address for 
not less than six months, as required by the Bylaws of The Imperial Council. 
I also hereby declare that I am a member in good standing as a Master 
Mason as follows: 

MASTER MASON
Lodge Name___________________ Lodge # ______

 Located at _______________________________

I am also a member of: Knight Templar-Commandry 

 Name & Number __________________________

 Located at _______________________________

Scottish Rite Mason-Consistory A.A.S.R. 

 Valley of_____________ Located at ___________

If I be found worthy, am my request granted, I promise to conform to the 
Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of The Imperial Council and the By-
laws and Ceremonies of your Shrine center.

Candidate’s Signature ________________________

Recommended and Vouched for on the honor of: 

 1st Line Signer ____________________________

 Shrine # _________________________________

 2nd Line Signer ___________________________

 Shrine # _________________________________

Tyrone
(814) 684-5132

Altoona
(814) 946-0795

Huntingdon
(814) 643-6808

Heating & Air Conditioning Design • Installation, Service and Maintenance
www.connerhvac.com                       PA02723              1-800-479-5130 
Earl Aurandt                                                    fax: (814) 684-5221

CONNER 
Heating & Air Conditioning
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JAFFA CALENDAR
CONTRIBUTION FORM

Mail all contributions to: Jaffa Shrine Center, 2200 Broad Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601

I wish to make a donation to the following fund(s): 

Name & Address of Donor _______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND  ENDOWMENT FUND
 Benefits Capital Improvements  Benefits Jaffa Operations
 to Jaffa Shrine Center

 SHRINERS HOSPITALS  
 Benefits Shriners Hospitals Designate Hospital to receive your donation (if desired) 

DONATION AMOUNT $___________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

BLAIR MILL OUTLET
“Come on in and walk all over us”

Most Name Brands • Dealers Welcome • Commercial & Residential

115 Canal St., Hollidaysburg

814.695.6577
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9am - 6pm
SATURDAY 9am - 3pm

#PA010274

CARPET, VINYL,
HARDWOOD,
CERAMIC 

AND LUXURY 
VINYL TILE

ONE OF THE LARGEST INVENTORIES IN CENTRAL PA!

1st Exit Off Rt. 36 South of Hollidaysburg
Across from Warner’s Florist

Electrical Distributors since 1949

3101 Beale Avenue
Altoona, PA
hiteco.com

JAFFA SHRINE 
MOUNTED PATROL

Meets 2nd Wednesdays
Interested? Email 

mountedpatrol@jaffashriners.org
Mounted Patrol Room – 7:00

Looking for Mounties 
& Mounts

Like to parade but not able?

Jaffa Chanters ride in all parades

We welcome any Shriner to join us. This does not effect your 
home unit status. We have no dues and assist in obtaining uniforms.

Contact Ron Eckstein 814-245-4478 or Rick Simonis 814-381-4168
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JAFFA CALENDAR

Jaffa Patrol/
Directors Staff

Join us on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
at 7pm. Call 934-5555 for more info.

132 Stroehmann Road
Altoona, Pennsylvania

814.944.4695
MASTER DISTRIBUTOR FOR:

Deadline to submit content for the January/February issue of the Jaffa Journal:
December 25

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10

Kiddies Christmas
Party

 11

Executive Meeting

12

Unit Head Meeting

13  14 15 16

17

Chicken BBQ

18 19 20 21 22 23

Membership 
Committee Meeting

24 25 26 27 28
Jaffa Elementary 

Wrestling 
Tournament

29 30D
EC

E
M

B
E

R
 2

02
3

31
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JAFFA CALENDAR
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Erie & Philadelphia for Orthopedic Care
Dayton for Burns-All Drivers are Volunteers

Meets Every Other Month - 3rd Saturday at 10am
Jan-Mar-May-Jul-Sep-Nov

DRIVERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!

Jaffa Roadrunners
We Drive to Shrine Hospitals so Children can Walk Burgmeier

Hauling

www.burgmeiers.com

Commercial Industrial Residential
Complete Document Destruction Services

Art Austin, arta@burgmeiers.com
Call (814) 943-8975 (Ext. 307) or Cell (814) 329-3054

JAFFA CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6
Elections- Masonic 

Dress or Business and 
Fez; Dinner To Follow

7 8

Executive Meeting

9

Unit Head Meeting

10 11 12 13

Jaffa Beer & Wine

14 15  16 17 18 19 20

21

Chicken BBQ

22 23 24 25 26 27

Membership 
Committee Meeting

28 29 30 31
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JAFFA CALENDAR

D. Peterman Towing
 24 Hour Towing 1408 North 4th Avenue
 Emergency Road Service Altoona, PA 16601
 814.949.0822 814.946.1571

facebook.com/dpetermantow

JOHN C. PETERS, JR.
A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

Brett Central Court • 1216 Eleventh Avenue
Altoona, PA 16601

(814) 941-1116
COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL PRACTICE

If you are a musician who plays one of these –
we want you in the String Band!

JOIN NOW!!!
Call Paul Johnson 814-942-4264 or John Nale 814-943-6877

Call for more info..
Dave Petterman - 814.935.7053
Frank Ardizzone - 814.695.3490

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC 
CAR CLUB

Meets the second Thursday at 7pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11  12

Executive Meeting

13

Unit Head Meeting
(Only if Needed)

14 15 16 17

18

Chicken BBQ

19 20 21 22 23 24

Membership 
Committee Meeting

25 26 27 28 29FE
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 2

02
4

Potentate Trip

Potentate Trip
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RECORDER’S OFFICE
JAFFA SHRINERS

2200 Broad Avenue
Altoona, PA 16601

Phone: 814-944-4043
Toll Free: 1.800.JAFFA-11

Fax: (814) 944-3414
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am to 4pm

MOVING? Keep the Jaffa Journal 
arriving promptly by notifying

us 6-8 weeks before you move with 
your new address: 

Jaffa Journal, 2200 Broad Avenue,
Altoona, PA 16601

Next Journal Deadline:
December 25, 2023

716 Logan Blvd., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
(814) 942-2804 • Fax (814) 942-5123 

www.thecabinetreepa.com • Email: thecabinetree@verizon.net

Thomas Noland
Manager

220 E Bell Ave Altoona
FOR SALE $119,500

1006 Union Street Hollidaysburg 
SOLD $245,000

Autumn Home Sale

1516 24th Avenue Altoona 
SOLD $175,000

GARAGE

RENTAL PREPS PLUS LLC.
We Are Your One Call Service Provider

Cleanouts, Cleanups, Repairs and Painting for Residential
and Commercial RentaIs, Foreclosures, Estates...

“No Job Too Small”
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

814-329-3089
PA# 113338

RETURN 
SERVICE 

REQUESTED


