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HELP WANTED
The Jaffa Journal is looking for two individual 
volunteers willing to dedicate the time and energy 
to develop the bi-monthly publication of our 
magazine. Specifically, we are seeking an Editor to 
replace Rich Courtot, and an Assistant Editor that 
is currently vacant. If you or someone you know 
are interested, or a bit curious of how this process 
works, please feel free to inquire with the front 
office 814-944-4043. There is help and guidance 
at your disposal. You will not be alone in this 
endeavor. We all want to see our Journal succeed, 
and provide communication to our membership 
throughout the region.

1986	 John D. Faulds
1993	 Dale R. Woomer
2004 	 Benjamin Kensinger
2005 	 William H. Penn
2010 	 William G. Troxell
2012	 H. Foster Snively
2013	 John F. Campbell
2015	 Paul J. Zell, Jr.
2016	 Miles K. Costello, Jr.

2017	 Gerald W. Lower
2018	 Robert P. Baranik
2019	 Jordan W. Settle
2020	 Robin D. Harkins
2021	 James F. Miller
2022	 David E. Dodson, Jr.
2023	 Christopher E. Ritchey
2024	 Randy L. Colyer
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Housing	 Jason Wilkinson
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To all Nobles, Families, and Friends of Jaffa Shriners,

As my time on the divan is nearing the end, I reflect on all the exciting opportunities I 
have had over the last five years. I enjoyed my time serving the Jaffa family. Lady Jenn 
and I have made many new friends over the years that will last a lifetime. 

I am excited to see what is going to happen this coming year. Bruce Kelly has led the 
efforts to get our beautiful building on the Historical Registry. We are working on getting 
all the necessary approvals for getting a 501C3 designation. This designation will allow 
businesses and individuals to make donations for our building while receiving a tax 
credit for the donation. This could be a game changer for us. More to come on this 
exciting news.

I want to thank Ryan Colyer, Rick Henry and all their helpers for another outstanding 
Sportsman’s Raffle. This was a very successful event for us. There is a lot of planning 
and behind the scenes activities to bring this event together. With everyone’s help it 
was executed perfectly. 

If you missed the Halloween party, you missed some awesome costumes. Many of those that attended put tremendous 
thought and preparation into their costumes. What a fun night. 

Rhonda and company did a spectacular job with this year’s craft show. There were lots of happy vendors selling their items 
to the many folks that visited Jaffa for this weekend event. Thank you to all the volunteers that came out to help with this 
event. 

A special thanks goes out to all those who work the various shows and events for nothing more than to help Jaffa be the 
best venue it can be. One group that comes to mind is the kitchen crew. While everyone else is out helping the public, this 
group is in the kitchen making sure we have great food options to serve through our concession stands. I want to thank Bill 
and Rich Davensizer along with Mel Massaro and Rick Lockard for leading the kitchen crew. 

A special thanks goes out to Dave Dick for being my Chief Aide. He has done an admirable job this year. 

Thank you to all the Divian members who have worked to help keep Jaffa moving in the right direction. 

Lady Jenn and I have had so many of you help us throughout this year. We want to thank everyone for their support and 
help. Because of you, it has been a special year for us. 

When you are having a bad day, take a moment and remember what we do. Support the Shriners Children’s. Because of 
you, kids are given hope of a better life that might otherwise not be available to them. Wear that Fez proudly! 

Gary W Smith

2025 Potentate
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Visit us at: www.ccscustombuilders.com

Proud members of:
Blair County Chamber of Commerce
Blair, Bedford Builders Association PA License #075923

Call for All Your Building and Remodeling Needs!

CCS Custom Building 
& Remodeling, Inc.

400 East Pleasant Valley Blvd.
Altoona, PA 16602

Ph: (814) 943-3809
Fax: (814) 943-2981

ccscustombuilders@gmail.com

600 E. Chestnut Ave.  •  944-6139
1118 12th St.  •  944-5033

2329 Broad Ave.  •  943-1310
510 Blair St., Hollidaysburg  •  693-0270

2827 Earlystown Rd., Centre Hall  •  364-1608

THOMPSON
PHARMACY
THOMPSON
PHARMACY

IMPORTANT
CONTACT 

INFORMATION

TEMPLE LEADERSHIP
Divan (Elected)		  divan@jaffashriners.org
Divan (Appointed)	 divanappointed@jaffashriners.org
Divan Ladies	 divanladies@jaffashriners.org
Past Potentates	 pp@jaffashriners.org 

Office/Facility Staff
Main Office	 814.944.4043 x 0	
	 office@jaffashriners.org
Recorder	 814.949.6206	
	 recorder@jaffashriners.org
Danielle Crist (Administrative)	 dcrist@jaffashriners.org
Laurie DaNiell (Office Finance)	 idaniell@jaffashriners.org
Box Office	 814.944.4043 x 4

COMMITTEES
Mountain City Beer & Wine Festival	 brewers@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Sports Show	 sportsshow@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Shrine Circus	 circus@jaffashriners.org
Circus Groups	 circusgroups@jaffashriners.org
Circus Ads	 circusads@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Sportsman Raffle	 sportsraffle@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Craft Show	 craftshow@jaffashriners.org
Jaffa Journal	 journal@jaffashriners.org
Membership	 membership@jaffashriners.org
Concessions	 concessions@jaffashriners.org
Parades	 parades@jaffashriners.org
Public Relations	 pr@jaffashriners.org
Investment 	 investment@jaffashriners.org
Improvement Association	 improvement@jaffashriners.org
Kitchen Committee	 kitchencommittee@jaffashriners.org
Insurance Committee	 insurancecommittee@jaffashriners.org
Wiring	 wiring@jaffashriners.org

SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN
Shriners Children’s Erie	 800.873.5437
Shriners Children’s Philadelphia	 800.281.4050
Shriners Children’s Dayton, OH	 800.875.8580
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Jobel Court No. 11, together with Zara Court No. 
113, enjoyed an unforgettable tour of Shriners 
Children’s Philadelphia on October 13th. This 
special trip marked the end of the Grand High 
Priestess of the Ladies’ Oriental Shrine of North 
America, Lady Cyndi Rudd from Kismet Court No. 
86’s official visit to Altoona.

Lady Cyndi’s visit was filled with memorable 
moments. On Saturday, October 11th, during 
Jobel’s business meeting, she passionately 
shared details about her special project—raising 
funds to support Occupational Therapy for 
Shriners Children.

Jobel’s High Priestess, Lady Cindy Settle, 
ensured Lady Cyndi experienced the best of 
Altoona. Their adventures included savoring 
iced coffee at Bedford Springs, enjoying a hearty 
breakfast at The Dream in Hollidaysburg, and 
sharing delightful meals with the ladies of Jobel at 
local favorites like Jack and George’s and Hoss’s 
in Altoona.

Lady Cyndi’s visit was a true celebration of 
friendship, purpose, and community, leaving 
lasting memories for all involved.
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Dorcas Temple No 120, Daughters of the Nile

Dorcas Temple has been busy this fall. September brought the 
end of the ball games. This year we partnered with Jaffa Shriners 
to volunteer at the curve concessions, sharing the proceeds. This 
worked out well for all of us and we had a lot of fun working and 
getting to know each other.

And in September we entertained the Supreme Queen of the 
Supreme Temple, Daughters of the Nile, Kathy Walliker. Supreme 
Queen Kathy is a member of one of our oldest Temples, Nydia 
Temple No. 4 in Spokane, WA. Supreme Queen Kathy brought us 
greetings from the Supreme Temple and brought us up to date with 
the changes that are happening within Daughters of the Nile.

In October we began making our delicious chocolate-covered pretzels. 	
We worked in the mornings most days to get the pretzels and other candies ready to fill orders.

A few years ago, the Supreme Temple of Daughters of the Nile rolled out Nile November, challenging 
the local Temples to show their thankfulness by giving to the community. This year we have 
assembled personal care packs for the counselors in the High Schools in the area to provide to teens 
in need. In addition. We donated $1500 to the Mountain Lion Backpack Program and $500 to the 
Penguin Project.

Then in November we set up a booth at the Jaffa Craft Show and sold our chocolate-covered 
pretzels. Our fans returned for these wonderful pretzels and we did well with sales and it was fun to 
talk to shoppers and each other.

We always have something going on. If you are interested in joining, please reach out to one of our 
members. Happy Holidays to all!
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For the Good of the Hospital
Martin & John Ritchick
Martin & John Ritchick
Martin & John Ritchick
Cove Area Shrine Club

In Memory of Dewayne McGuire
Gary & Sally Koppenhaver

In Honor of Christopher Ritchey
Galen E. Dreibelbis

In Memory of Steve Shuey Sr.
Lil' Vettes

In Memory of Linda Miller
J. Michael Engle

In Memory of Rodney Kagarise
Denise Kagarise

Fred & Carol Kagarise

In Memory of Lou Maierhofer
Jeffrey & Virginia Arthur

In Memory of James "Duke" Webber"
Sheila & Stephen Webber

In Memory of Deanna R. Dee Graham
Ronald Porter

In Memory of Steve Shuy, Sr.
Dick & Robin Nixon-Himes

In Memory of Darrel Bathurst, P.P.
Dick & Robin Nixon-Himes

C. David Kimmel

JAFFA  
DONATIONS

For the Good of Jaffa
Joe Bender

John H & Patricia Russell
Dale Cameron

Susan & Bruce Brower

In Memory of Darrel Bathurst, P.P.
Brian & Cathy Kustaborder

Jeffrey & Susan McCloskey-Nycum
Ben & Jean Kensigner, P.P.

In Memory of Helen Hein
Ben & Jean Kensigner, P.P.

In Memory of Lou Maierhofer
Ben & Jean Kensigner, P.P.

In Memory of Nancy Storm
Karen & Russ Storm

In Memory of Helen Hein
William & Laverne Penn, P.P.

In Memory of Steve Shuey
Jaffa Usher Committee

In Memory of Louis Maierhofer
William & Laverne Penn, P.P.

In Memory of Darrel Bathurst P.P.
William & Laverne Penn, P.P.

Judith A. Kerns

For the Good of Jaffa
Cove Area Shrine

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

HOSPITAL  
DONATIONS

In Memory of Ray Berkhimer
Legion of Honor

In Memory of Ron Bowser
Legion of Honor

In Memory of Darrel Bathurst P.P.
Jaffa Past Potentates Assn

ENDOWMENT  
DONATIONS
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CALL
814-793-3341
GARY LONG’S TIRE

For All Your Tire Needs
Martinsburg, PA
M-F 8am to 5pm
Sat 8am to 5pm

2802 Pleasant Valley Boulevard, Altoona, PA 16602
814-201-2277 • superiordetalling.net

HOURS
Monday-Thursday

9am - 5pm
Friday: 9am - 6pm

Saturday: 9am - 5pm
Sunday: 9am - 2pm
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The Masonic principles of Faith, 
Hope, and Charity are the 
foundation of our building, 	
and the support of our community 
is the core of its structure. 
Without both, we would not exist.
We look forward to hosting our 
community for the 86th Jaffa 
Shrine Circus and hope we can 
count on you for your support.
Fraternally,
Jaffa Circus Committee and 
Divan
TICKET INFO BELOW
ETIX TICKETING SYSTEM
Jaffa Shriners is using our etix 
ticketing system again this year 
which allows us to offer tickets 
online as well as through our box 
office.
Visit our website: jaffashriners.
org/circus

Fellow Nobles and 
Families,
The 2026 Jaffa Shrine Circus 
will be held April 15-19, 
2026, With our amazing 
circus promoter, Billy Martin 
Presents.
We are proud to announce 
that Shriners who are 
current on their 2025 dues, 
can purchase tickets for 
their families and friends at 
discounted prices.
Shriners can call the main office 
(814-944-4043) or go to the 
Recorder’s Office to purchase 
their tickets starting Monday, 
October 13, 2025. Office hours 
are Monday through Friday, 
10:00 AM – 3:30 PM.
Circus Daddies/Circus 
Mommies will continue in 2026. 
For anybody out there who 
wishes to support giving school 
students the opportunity to 
attend the Jaffa Shrine Circus. 
Both programs will include 
commemorative “Circus Daddy” 
and “Circus Mommy” pins for 
those who wish to contribute to 
the fantastic cause.
We cannot thank our Nobles 
and their families for their 
countless hours of volunteer 
work and support of this very 
important fundraiser for our 
home, the Jaffa Shrine Center. 

BE A CIRCUS DADDY OR 
MOMMY AGAIN!!
Help support bringing area 
school students to our 
Circus!
Send at least $30 to support 
central Pennsylvania 
students to the Jaffa Shrine 
Circus on a school field 
trip! Supporters will receive 
a commemorative “Circus 
Daddy” or “Circus Mommy” 
pin. You can pick this up at 
the Box Office or the Main 
Office.
TICKET OFFICE
USE YOUR SHRINE 
MEMBERSHIP CARD TO 
PURCHASE DISCOUNTED 
TICKETS
Present your dues card to 
purchase at half-price to 
any show at the Circus Ticket 
Office.
HOURS
(Circus Ticket Office 
Beginning April 6, 2026)
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday and Thursday 12:00 
PM – 7:00 PM
Go to the main office 
before April 6th. Hours 
Monday – Friday 10 AM – 
3:30 PM

2026 SCHEDULE OF SHOWS
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

April 15 April 16 April 17 April 18 April 19

11:30 AM 11:30 AM 1:00 PM 1:00pm

6:30 PM 6:30 PM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM
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Use this form to order circus tickets and/or to be a Circus Daddy/Circus Mommy. Please fill out the 
following information and return it in an enclosed envelope.
Name:		 _____________________________________	 Shrine Number: __________________

Address:	 ____________________________________________________________________

City:	  ___________________________________	 State: __________	 ZIP: ______________

Phone:	 ___________________________	 Email: ___________________________________

1. Circle the day and time of the performance for which you would like to purchase seats:

Wednesday, April 15, 2026                            6:30 PM

Thursday, April 16, 2026       11:30 AM        6:30 PM

Friday, April 17, 2026            11:30 AM         7:00 PM

Saturday, April 18, 2026         1:00 PM          7:00 PM

Sunday, April 19, 2026           1:00 PM                       

2. Select the type of reserved seats you wish to purchase at the Shriners discount:

ABOVE THE WALKWAY - (Shriner Discount – up to 20 seats)

	 # Adults __________	 @ $11.00 = $ _____________

	# Children under 12 __________	 @ $9.00   = $ _____________

	 TOTAL  = $ _______________

BELOW THE WALKWAY - (Shriner Discount – up to 20 seats)

	 # Adults __________	 @ $12.00 = $ _____________

	# Children under 12 __________	 @ $10.00 = $ _____________

	 TOTAL  = $ _______________

	BE A CIRCUS DADDY FOR $30.00:	 $ _________________

	BE A CIRCUS MOMMY FOR $30.00:	 $ _________________

	TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:	 $ _________________

3. Mail this order form with payment to:

Jaffa Circus Tickets
2200 Broad Avenue  
Altoona, PA 16601

4. Make checks payable to: Jaffa Circus

5. Be sure to enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope with your order.
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Jaffa Shriners participated in the Annual Halloween Parade in Hollidaysburg on Saturday, October 
25th. There was a chill in the air, but the crowds gathered and enjoyed watching many Jaffa Units 
& Clubs parade past. Jaffa Units and Clubs included the Director’s Staff, Cycle Corp, Antique Car 
Club, Little Vets, Motor Corp, Jaffa Band, Provost Guard, and Calliope Clowns. This parade was 
the Potentate’s Caravan and very well attended. Following the parade all Nobles and their families 
were invited to the Hollidaysburg Lodge to enjoy a delicious meal prepared by Mel Massaro and Rick 
Lockard. If you know their cooking, they did not disappoint!!
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POTENTATES CARAVAN
MEMBERS AT ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE SALE

HOLLIDAYSBURG PARADE



A message from the Provost Guard. It’s growing folks!!! The annual Atlantic City trip, always held 
the first Sunday in November, is growing. This year’s trip was the largest, as we took 2 buses, and 
anticipate further growth in 2026 (already in the planning). Reservations will begin being taken in 
February or March 2026. As more members and their guests spread the word and others hear about 
this fantastic excursion the reservations and seats fill up quick. Watch upcoming Journals for details. 
The participants have a wonderful time, starting when we leave the parking lot on our approximately 
6-hour journey. There’s always plenty of food, snacks, and a variety of beverages to satisfy any 
palate. This trip is opened to everyone, not just Shriners. This is a Provost Guard fundraiser with most 
of the proceeds coming right back to our beloved Jaffa Shrine. Please consider this great trip as a 
way to support our fine Temple and have fun at the same time!!
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PROVOST ATLANTIC CITY TRIP



Tyrone
(814) 684-5132

Altoona
(814) 946-0795

Huntingdon
(814) 643-6808

Heating & Air Conditioning Design • Installation, Service and Maintenance
www.connerhvac.com                       PA02723              1-800-479-5130 
Earl Aurandt	                                                    fax: (814) 684-5221

CONNER 
Heating & Air Conditioning

DRILL TEAM: Captain - Barry A. Leonard PC, 1st Lt - Thomas L. Cook PC, 
2nd Lt - Raymond D. Berkhimer PC, Equipment Officer - Harry L. Chirdon PC, 

Kenneth S. McCloskey.....................Commander
Tony M. Rodgers..............................1st Lt. Cmdr.
Barry A. Leonard, PC             .Recording Adjutant
Donald A. Wagaman...............Financial Adjutant
Raymond D. Berkhimer, PC........Financial Officer
 

2025 LEGION OF HONOR OFFICERS

Meets the 
second 

Wednesday 
at 7:30
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MEMBERS AT ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE SALE

PROVOST ATLANTIC CITY TRIPPROVOST ATLANTIC CITY TRIP



In late September, Jaffa Shriners along with the Jobel’s Ladies group were invited to Blue Knob’s “Fall 
From The Top” Scenic chair lift rides to kick off their season. The event was host to many activities 
to entertain the whole family. We featured our Cycle Corp bikes, a jeep from the Director’s Staff, the 
Lil Vettes and the Highlanders performed a few numbers. We also had membership table set up 
with information available to encourage membership and describe our philanthropy and Jobel ladies 
had delicious food and sweets to purchase. It was a beautiful day and wonderful experience for all 
participants! 
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MEMBERS AT ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE SALE

BLUE KNOB



Lightner Electronics Inc.
Audio, Video, Communications,

Networking, and Industrial Electronics 
Repair and Sales

www.LightnerElectronics.com
Email: sales@LightnerElectronics.com

1771 Beaverdam Road, Claysburg, PA 16625
TOLL FREE: 866-239-3888 PHONE: 814-239-8323

Don’t FROWN....start
CLOWNING AROUND!

Join the Calliope Clowns!!
Meetings are 3rd Wednesdays at

7:30pm in the Clown room.
Contact Bigsby (553-2043) or 

Lumpy (932-5692) with questions.

The Roadrunners had their annual Ladies appreciation dinner. During this event, we were honored to 
have as a special guest, Rhealynn McNamer, a seven-year-old second grader, accompanied by her 
mother, Catrina McNamer. Together they presented the Roadrunners with a donation to the Shriners 
Children’s Hospital in the amount of $329, which she raised by selling lemonade this summer. 

Additionally, as your outgoing President I would like to take tis time and thank all the drivers that 
donate their time to support our transportation, and their ladies, who also are doing their part in 
support of our mission.

Once again, we are having our annual Christmas Tree sale in the garage. Sales kick off on Black 
Friday and will continue until sold out. The poinsettia sale is also going so if you know of someone, 	
or an organization in need point them in our direction.

Thank you for a wonderful year. Dave.
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Donation from Rhealynn McNamer

ROADRUNNERS DINNER



JOHN C. PETERS, JR.
A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

Brett Central Court • 1216 Eleventh Avenue
Altoona, PA 16601

(814) 941-1116
COMPREHENSIVE GENERAL PRACTICE

COMMERCIAL DOORS   •   PANIC (CRASH) BARS   •   ELECTRIC STRIKES & BARS
ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEMS   •   SECURITY CAMERAS   •   BIOMETRICS

LOCKSETS   •   COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL KEYS   •   VEHICLE KEYS & REMOTES
COMMERICIAL & JEWELER SAFES   •   RESIDENTIAL SAFES   •   GUN SAFES

18	 Jaffa Journal

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The Hand and Hand bar-b-que, which is held every year, is an endeavor that brings the Knights, 
Shriners, and the Shriner Clowns together for a shared cause. The proceeds from this event benefit 
the Shriners Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia. This joint venture is in its 46th year. In the early 
years, it would only raise $500.00. As time went on the event continued to grow. At its peak we would 
sell out of over 1,000 meals we prepared. With entertainment being provided by the string band, all of 
the clown, and bagpipes. It was a huge community event. As time has gone on, and our organizations 
ranks have been shrinking we don’t sell as much anymore, but we still have fun and continue to raise 
money. Everything we do still benefits the hospital. All profits go to the Philadelphia Hospital. Our 
Knight’s Council has made numerous visits to the hospital, to witness the operation first hand and the 
impact being made in the young people’s lives. Our trips also include a check presentation. According 
to Knights of Columbus records this annual event has generated $152,000.00 in donations.



'-"�Q"�Q�Q·� Q  � 
JAFFA DRUM AND BU6U: CORPS 

Meets WednesdQf 
Evenings at 7: 30 Co,,, "il'qd. ery 

LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS A.bou11'¾ 
"HELP RESTORE THE TRADITICNS" 

NO DUES, NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

INSTRUMENTS AND CLASS "A" UNIFORM 
PROVIDED 

drumcorps@jaffashriners.org

Fin-Raise for Love 2025 was held on September 18, 
2025, at Adventure Aquarium in Camden, NJ.

More than 600 Shriners, families, friends, staff from 
Shriners Children’s Philadelphia and generous 
supporters, along with several patients enjoyed browsing 
the aquarium and sampling the delicious food stations 
scattered throughout the building. The festivities also 
included an energetic DJ, an awesome Caricature Artist 
and an amazing Silent Auction.

Our Jaffa was represented by an impressive group 
and was honored to present a check for $41,000.00, to 
Terry Diamond, Sr. Director of Philanthropy for Shriners 
Children’s Philadelphia and Christopher Ritchey, PP, 
Chairman of the Board of Governors Shriners Children’s 
Philadelphia. This check presentation represented money 
that Jaffa raised through our 2025 “Ride for Love” and 
“Walk for Love” events. The oohs and aahs that followed 
our check presentation were so gratifying to hear! You 
can check out a short video of the presentation on 
Shriners Children’s Philadelphia’ s Facebook page.

It was truly a swimmingly fun evening! We got to see 
creatures big and small including sharks, whales, 
stingrays, and the hippos being served their dinner, 
an abundance of lettuce and boy do they eat a lot of 
lettuce. Perhaps the biggest highlight of the evening 
was the opportunity to dance with and chat at length 
with attending patients and their families. To see the 
smiles on their faces, how happy they are and the impact 
our philanthropy has made and continues to make in 
children’s lives. So very worth it. How lucky are we to be 
a part of this great philanthropy!

Through ticket sales, corporate and private sponsorships, 
donations and the silent auction, Fin-Raise for Love 
raised over $786,000.00!

Please consider being a part of next year’s 	
Shriners Children’s Philadelphia’s main 	
fundraising event. “The Amazing Care Affair” 	
will be held on October 3, 2026, at the beautiful 
Union League of Philadelphia. Watch for 	
additional information in upcoming Journals 	
as this event develops over the coming months.
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FIN RAISE



Stronger Every Step: Cameron’s Story of Perseverance

Cameron, 26, from Oil City, Pennsylvania, first became a patient at Shriners Children’s Erie when he
was 4 years old after a minor bump in preschool led to unexpected leg pain.

A visit to his pediatrician revealed a diagnosis of Legg-Calve-Perthes disease, a condition that occurs
when blood flow to the hip bone is disrupted, causing the bone to break down and lose its rounded
shape. Though the diagnosis was confusing at first for both Cameron and his family, they quickly
embraced his care journey.

Throughout his childhood, Cameron wore orthoses to manage his condition, yet he never let that hold
him back. He stayed active in flag football, baseball and basketball through high school, proving that his
diagnosis would never stand in the way of doing what he loved. Supporting him every step of the way,
through countless appointments and surgeries, were his family and his medical team at Shriners
Children’s Erie. He fondly remembers the care of Joao Tavares, M.D. and the nursing staff. “I never had
a bad experience; they always made me feel safe and cared for,” said Cameron.

Cameron’s time at Shriners Children’s Erie was filled with memorable moments. He remembers
completing gait analysis tests in the vibrant, aquatic-themed hallways while staff cheered him on and he
recalls the nurses’ laughter during lighthearted moments after surgery. After each procedure, patients
were allowed to choose a toy. One gift that left a lasting impression on him was a Lord of the Rings
trilogy book set that he still proudly keeps on his bookshelf today.

While challenges like managing pain and overcoming the fear of surgeries were part of his journey,
these experiences helped him develop confidence and a positive outlook. He learned that while his
condition would always be a part of him, it didn’t define what he could achieve. One milestone he
cherishes is the moment Dr. Tavares enthusiastically told him, “You’re in the clear,” making him feel
incredibly fortunate and empowered.

Today, Cameron applies the lessons from his experiences to his professional and personal life. He
holds degrees in sports management and runs youth sports leagues through the YMCA, ensuring
children have access to equipment and opportunities to enjoy sports. He credits his Shriners Children’s
journey with teaching him not to take anything for granted and inspiring him to live fully, exploring new
places, trying new foods and pursuing new experiences.

Looking back, Cameron is deeply grateful, “Thank you so much for everything. You have no idea the
impact you’ve had on my quality of life.” To current young patients at Shriners Children’s Erie, he offers
this advice: “These people are here to help you. You can trust them. It may seem scary but it will all
work out in the end.”
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ERIE SHRINERS
Children's Hospital Newsletter



Follow us on social media Shriners Children’s Erie
1645 W 8th St, Erie, PA 16505
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ERIE SHRINERS
Children's Hospital Newsletter

ERIE SHRINERS



Hello fellow Nobles,

Well this year has come and gone quickly, 
hasn't it? The Highlanders have had many 
parades, events, and general frivolity this year!

From the start of our parade season beginning 
in March, through the spring, summer, and fall 
heading ALL OVER we've had a blast.

Just SOME of the events we've done this year: 
Pittsburgh St. Patrick's Day Parade, helping 
sell toys at the circus, Memorial Day Parades 
in Altoona and Juniata, Garret County in 
Maryland for a Celtic Festival, the Brockway 
4th of July Parade, hitting Phillipsburg and 
Clearfield parades, working our way up to St. 
Mary's to the Air Show and playing at Straub 
Brewery, having our HALFWAY to St. Patty's 
Pub Crawl raising money for the building fund 
and the hospital, going to Virginia Beach for 
MASA, playing an annual Anniversary Party,

We try to be out there as much as possible, 
and represent the Shrine well. It's always great 
to see all you other Nobles that make it out to 
the parades and other events too.

If there is anyone out there not in a unit, 
consider joining one. You get out of your Shrine 
membership what you put into it. Being in a unit 
helps you to know what's going on and gives 
you a community within the overall Shrine 
community to connect with.

And if you're looking to play snare, or pipes, 
we'll take ya!

Also check out our upcoming BURNS SUPPER 
in January. We invite you to come out if you've 
never attended. It will be held at Jaffa this year!

Fraternally,

Matt Evans - Pipe Major for the Jaffa 
Highlanders
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HIGHLANDERS
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Once again, the costumes at Jaffa’s Annual 
Halloween Party were original and amazing! 
Party-goers enjoyed a night of tasty treats, 
fellowship and music provided by DJ Josh. A 
costume contest was held, and everyone was 
encouraged to vote for their favorites in three 
categories. The winners were…. Best Couple 
– Nemo and Darla (Alexis Dodson and Zach 
Colyer), Funniest – Baby New Year (Ed Kertes) 
and Scariest – Edward Scissorhands (Brad 
Dodson). A fun night was had by all!
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HALLOWEEN PARTY



These photographs are from the Jaffa Shrine’s 9th Annual Craft show. Which is typical hosted on 
the second weekend in November. There were over 100 vendors, filling the main auditorium, and 
the lower level. There was a wonderful array of hand crafted, unique and artisan products. There is 
no cover charge to enter, and there are numerous basket prizes given away at the conclusion of the 
event. Jaffa concessions were well staffed and running, serving a variety of good food and drinks. 
Before and after the event many Shriners volunteered to assist vendors bring their merchandise in 
for setup, and at the conclusion assisted these same vendors breakdown and take their remaining 
merchandise to their vehicles.
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HALLOWEEN PARTY CRAFT SHOW ARTICLE



The 27th Annual Jaffa Sportsman’s Raffle was held on October 5, 2025. This raffle Raffle is Jaffa’s 
largest single-day fundraiser with all proceeds going to the Jaffa Shrine Operations Fund. 

Again, this year, the raffle ticket offered 90 individual prizes to the lucky winners. We also established 
dozens of additional opportunities for attendees to win a multitude of other prizes; with chances to 
win a number of display guns from the table, the walk around guns, chances to win YETI coolers (one 
of which containing a gun), 50-50’s, small games of chance tickets, gift cards to local gun vendors, 
and even a special raffle put together for the ladies in attendance featuring a concealed carry purse 
along with a great selection of YETI products. In all, we gave away over $100,000 in prizes during our 
5-hour event. If you have never been to the Sportsman’s Raffle, you are missing a great time!

Our kitchen crew prepared an all-you-can-eat dinner for over 1,200 people and barely broke a 
sweat! This main entree included pulled pork, hamburgers, cheeseburgers, and mac and cheese. 
Our nobility sold almost 10,000 tickets. This is one event that brings the nobility out in full force with 
over 100 nobles coming out to help make this day a success. Thank you to all who helped, this 
event would not be the success it is without you. Whether you sold tickets or pitched in at the event 
or both, thank you! If you’ve never helped at this event, you’re missing out on a great day of fun and 
fellowship. We can never have too much help on this day. More participation from you means more 
sales can be made during the event. Just think too, if every noble sells just one more raffle ticket, 
what a difference that would be!

Next year’s raffle will be held on October 4, 2026, always the first Sunday in October. Tickets will be 
available around Circus time. Remember, every ticket sold counts! Also remember, you get one free 
ticket for every 10 tickets you buy and/or sell to do with as you choose. Stay tuned!
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SPORTSMAN'S RAFFLE



401 Pleasant Valley Blvd., 
Altoona, PA

814-942-3000

3100 Pleasant Valley Blvd., 
Altoona, PA

814-942-9000

NEW VEHICLES • PREOWNED VEHICLES
CERTIFIED PREOWNED VEHICLES •  BODYSHOP

SERVICE CENTER • EXPRESS LANE • PARTS

Meghan Imler
Meghan@BlueKnobAuto.com
Phone: (814) 317-3005 • Fax: (814) 695-0969

9:00AM - 8:00PM
Thursdays, Fridays
& Saturdays

Jaffa Motor Corps
Monthly Meetings held the Thursday
following the 2nd Tuesday @ 7pm

New Members Welcome
Unit website www.jaffamotorcorps.webs.com
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SPORTSMAN'S RAFFLE
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Col. K. R. Miller, Jr.
AUCTIONEERING SERVICE

Since 1971 • At Your Place or Ours
3694 Mill Road, Duncansville, PA 16635
PHONE: 814-695-0351 or 814-696-1913

Email: CrossKeys01@colmillerauction.com
colmillerauction.com

Jaffa Oriental Band
Meets 2nd Wednesday 

of each month

JAFFA SHRINE CENTER | ALTOONA, PA
Visitors Welcome!

New Enterprise 
Stone & Lime Co., Inc.

For All Your Residential and Commercial Needs
Serving Central Pennsylvania Since 1924

Corporate Office 814-766-2211	 www.nesl.com
PA H.I. Contractors Lic. #PA037617
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This is a great group picture from MASA Casino Night. The event was well attended with 
representatives from all Shrines in the Mid-Atlantic. This is a fabulous annual fundraiser that lasts 
a few evening hours during our week at Virginia Beach. During the event, there was no shortage of 
opened wallets, and money exchanging hands in support of the cause. This is a great time to get 
together for fellowship and catch up with old friends you may have not seen since last year, or even 
longer. 

Pictured are: Imperial Sir, Brad Koehn hanging out with some of the Big Shots from Jaffa Shrine. 
Chirs Ritchey, P.P. Director of Shriners Children’s, Philadelphia and his wife Tracy.

Randy Coyler, P.P. and his wife Sylvia. David Dodson Jr. P.P. and current Candidate for Imperial Outer 
Guard with his wife Traci. David Dodson Sr. and his wife Patsy. And Herb Whitfield.

MASA CASINO NIGHT



TRIANGLE BARBER SHOP
Open Monday thru Friday 8:30AM–5:30PM Saturday until 

2:00PM

Haircutting 
by Experts

Bill Herr, 
Sr. - Prop. 

and Bill Herr Jr.

1518 12th Ave. Altoona, PA                                         942-7222

H O L L I D A Y S B U R G ,  P A  1 6 6 4 8

695-5021
• Road Construction • Blacktop
• Crushed Stone • Ready-Mixed Concrete

GRANNAS
BROS.

How to Download and Use My FezCard Viewer
Download My FezCardViewer – iPhone
1. Open the App Store on your phone.
2. Search for “MyFezCardViewer” and click on the icon.
3. Click the “Install” button to install MyFezCardViewer.

Using MyFezCardViewer
1. Open MyFezCardViewer. Enter your Shrine ID and Last 

Name. Type your Temple Name and click on it to highlight 
it as below. Click the “REGISTER” button at the bottom. You
will only need to register the first time you open the app.

2. At the bottom of the screen, you will have two options:
 Shrine Card and QR Code. The screenshot below shows

the Shrine Card option. 

3. You can click “QR Code” at the bottom or swipe the
 screen to the left to view the QR Code for easy scanning
 at Temple events and functions.   

Download MyFezCardViewer – Android
1. Open the Google Play Store on your phone.
2. Search for “MyFezCardViewer” and click on the icon.
3. Click the “Install” button to install MyFezCardViewer. 

Using MyFezCardViewer
1. Open MyFezCardViewer. Enter your Shrine ID and Last
 Name. Type your Temple Name and click on it to highlight

it as below. Click the “REGISTER” button at the bottom. You 
 will only need to register the first time you open the app.

2. At the top of the screen, you will have two options: 
Shrine Card and QR Code. The screenshot below shows
the Shrine Card option.

3. You can click “QR Code” at the top or swipe the screen
 to the left to view the QR Code for easy scanning at
 Temple events and functions. 

Pepsi Beverage 
Company

562 Ritts Road
Altoona

814-940-3900

Curry Supply Holdings

PROUND SUPPORTERS OF JAFFA SHRINERS

CS
 TRUCKING

On November 15th, the Jaffa Shrine had the honor to welcome several new members. Please join me 
in a huge Jaffa welcome! Reach out to meet these men and their families and to receive them into our 
Shriners family. Encourage them to become active members by sharing of their time and talents and 
participating in our units and clubs and Shrine events. 

Jaffa Membership Lottery Calendars are still available from the Office or from Jaffa Membership 
Committee members.

Contact Mel Massaro to purchase poinsettias for the holidays.

The Roadrunners will be selling Christmas trees beginning November 28th, following Thanksgiving. 

The Membership Committee has begun a program reaching out to Masonic Lodges in our 
geographical area. So far, we have visited Johnstown Lodge and Mount Moriah Lodge in Huntington. 
We will resume this outreach in January, since Blue Lodges have elections in December.
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEEMASA CASINO NIGHT
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5930 6th Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602
814.942.0691

www.carnegieequipment.com

Mallows
HARDWARE Store

Serving you for 78 years!
311 E 25th Avenue & Juniata Gap Road Altoona, PA 16601
Phone: 814-944-1293

Volunteers from the legion of honor from left to right Kenny McCloskey,Denny Etters,Harry 
Chirdon,Barry Lenard, Dick Brown, Donnie Wagaman, and Tom Cook. 

The below Legion of Honor members distributed challenge coins and water at the finish line of the 5K 
and 10K trail races hosted by Brush Mountain Sportsman Club and sponsored by the Sweat for Vets 
organization. The weather was great, the event was successful, and had nearly 300 race participants.
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LEGION OF HONOR



***SAVE THE DATE*** 

February 20th & 21st, 2026 

JAFFA’S 2ND ANNUAL 
INDOOR PUTT-PUTT 

TOURNAMENT 
*MORE INFO COMING SOON* 
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Jen and Evan were thrilled to learn they were expecting their third child, Sibylle, 
or Sibby for short.

As with their other pregnancies, they opted to perform prenatal genetic testing, an 
optional screening, and the results were typical.

Sibby’s medical journey began when she was born in 
August 2022. After a brief stay in the NICU, Jen, Evan 
and Sibby headed back home to join her siblings as a 
new family of five. Between moving states and settling 
in with a newborn, Jen and Evan were certainly kept 
busy during this time. During the winter of 2022-23, 
however, they noticed that Sibby was falling behind 
on her developmental milestones and sought care at 
another medical facility near their home.

After some initial testing, Sibby was diagnosed with 
infantile spasms, a form of epilepsy that affects children 
under the age of 1, and more testing was performed to 
make an official diagnosis.

After more than a year of genetic testing, Sibby was diagnosed with SCN8A-related 
epilepsy, a rare disease that affects how the body uses sodium within the nervous 
system. Sibby is unique because she is the only known person so far with her variant 
of the gene.

“There is no cure for SCN8A-related epilepsy, however, we are able to monitor and 
treat Sibby’s orthopedic conditions related to her new diagnosis, specifically scoliosis 
and hip dysplasia,” said Bethany Lipa, M.D.

Continued on back side

3551 N. Broad Street | Philadelphia, PA 19140 | shrinersphilly.org 
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“We provided Sibby with mobility equipment and braces that will improve her 
independence and quality of life, so that she can continue to make memories with 
her family.”

In December 2023, Sibby and her family came to Shriners Children’s Philadelphia for 
her first appointment. During that appointment, she was evaluated for her physical 
disability and from there, as part of our wrap-around care approach, a care plan was 
put together including many of our in-house orthopedic specialty departments. 

Sibby’s care team is led by Bethany Lipa, M.D., and other orthopedic providers 
within our cerebral palsy clinic. It also includes the Pediatric Orthotic and Prosthetic 
Services team to provide custom-fitted braces for proper support and alignment 
of her feet and ankles, physical and occupational therapy, and our wheelchair and 
seating specialist, who, alongside one of our vendors, gave Sibby her own custom 
pink wheelchair. “Because every girl needs a Barbie dream car,” said Evan, Sibby’s 
father.

Now 3, Sibby returns to Shriners Children’s Philadelphia every six months for an 
evaluation of her spine and hips to monitor for changes in her scoliosis and hip 
dysplasia.

A Family Connection to Shriners Children’s

Jen and Evan are so incredibly grateful to members of 
Shriners International, the fraternity that supports the 
Shriners Children’s healthcare system. What makes their 
connection even more special is that this past summer, 
Sibby’s great-uncle Roy was able to make his first trip 
to Philadelphia through the transportation program, 
driving Sibby to her appointment.

“Knowing that Shriners Children’s is part of our team is a 
blessing in itself,” said Evan.

At Shriners Children’s, every patient receives their own 
wrap-around care plan. From routine to rare conditions, 
our team is here to help children thrive. 

3551 N. Broad Street | Philadelphia, PA 19140 | shrinersphilly.org 
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2025 JAFFA EVENTS

EVENT DAY AND DATE BASIC INFORMATION

Pasta Dinner Saturday, December 6th 5pm

Kiddie Christmas Sunday, December 14th

Jaffa Elections, and  
Ladies Luncheon

Saturday, January 3rd

Bingo Tuesday, January 6th

Beer & Wine Festival Saturday, January 10th

Potentates Trip January, 17-24

Highlanders, Robert Burns 
Supper

Saturday, January 24th

Mounted Patrol Horse Race Saturday, January 31st

Bingo Tuesday, February 3rd

Sweetheart Dance Saturday, February 14th

2nd Annual Mini-Golf 
Tournament

February, 20-21

Jaffa Shrine 200 Club Saturday, February 28th

Bingo Tuesday, March 3rd

Potentates Reception Saturday, March 21st

Annual Jaffa Shrine Circus and
the Great American Giveaway

April, 15-19

 
jjaaffffaa  sshhrriinnee  22002255  ppooiinnsseettttiiaa  ffuunnddrraaiisseerr  

  

Jaffa Nobles, 

Once again that time of year is approching to pre-purchase your Christmas Poinsettia’s. We are 
keeping the price at $15.00 each this 2025 season. We had a sucsessful year last year selling 80 
poinsettia’s. This year we have committed to selling 100 potted plants. The plants are very hearty 
and some of last years plants are still doing well, a year later. We purchase the plants from a local 
greenhouse helping our local economy. Pre-purchasing vouchers will become available in mid 
October at the Jaffa’s front office.  

This fundraiser supports Jaffa Operations  
Your support contributes to the daily operations of the Jaffa Shrine 

 
Meets the 

fourth Thursday
in unit room.

Contact the o�cers at 
provost@ja�ashriners.org

Erie & Philadelphia for Orthopedic Care
Dayton for Burns-All Drivers are Volunteers

Meets Every Other Month - 3rd Saturday at 10am
Jan-Mar-May-Jul-Sep-Nov

DRIVERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!

Jaffa Roadrunners
We Drive to Shrine Hospitals so Children can Walk
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McCoy’sMcCoy’s
Lawn & Garden	 Sales and Service

Big Boys Get Their Toys At McCoys

BRIAN McCOY

■ Toro
■ Kubota

■ Stihl
■ Wheel Horse

■ Honda
■ ExMark

Ph: (814) 224-5335	 7820 Woodbury Pike
Fax: (814) 224-5897	 Roaring Spring, PA 16673

www.mccoyslawnandgarden.com

Jaffa Patrol/
Directors Staff

Join us on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
at 7pm. Call 934-5555 for more info.

Reconditioned Appliances
Appliance Parts and Repair
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:00
Sat. 10:00 - 1:00

appliancestationaltoona@gmail.com

1129 9th Avenue 
Altoona, PA

(814) 201-2113

The Jaffa Divan and Improvement Association 
Have launched a capital campaign to raise funds to install air conditioning in the auditorium  
of the Jaffa Shrine Center as well as replace the aging AC unit servicing the banquet hall. 
Information regarding ways to contribute will be mailed out shortly to the Nobility.

Yes, I want to help Make The Jaffa Shrine Center Usable Year Round! You can count on me to...

DONATE:	     $1,000	 PLEDGE:
    $150	     $1,000 (two installments)	 $________ Monthly
    $250	     $1,500	 For The Next
    $500	     $2,500	 _______Months
    $500 (two installments)	     $5,000	 (Up To 24 Months)
    $750	     Other_________

Name____________________________________________________________ Shrine #__________________________
Signature___________________________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________
PAYMENT METHOD:    MasterCard    Visa      Discover      Check
Credit Card Number__________________________________________________________________________________
Expiration Date__________________________________ Security Code________________________________________

Dec | Jan 2025-26	 39



Here comes that special time of the year when 
it seems every day is special. That’s the way 
it seemed to me at least on November 1st so I 
decided to do a little checking. I would have left 
you do your own checking, but I know you are all 
busy. Busy looking for the Christmas gifts you hid 
last year and still haven’t found yet. There are by 
my count 893 special days on the government 
holiday calendar between November first and 
January first. We all know the big ones, Veterans 
Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s 
Eve. During my research I discovered many other 
holidays our government has blessed us with, like 
Odd Socks Day, Cookie Day, French toast day, 
Wear a Dress Day (Highlanders), World Trick Shot 
Day (Jim Beam and Dave Peterman) and Stupid 
Toy Day (Me). National Stuffing Day reminded me 
that I see some of our Shriners already showing 
signs of getting ready to play Santa this year or 
else president of their Weight Watcher’s club in 
2026.

I love happy days and the happiest of all are the 
days I can spend with my friends, and there are 
few friends more special to me than my Shrine 
friends. I’ll give you an example; Noble Jeff 
Somers, The Mortician recently reminded me that 
I needed to have six good friends to be my pall 
‘bearers. Now I’m looking for a couple of names, 
preferably over 4 feet 6 inches tall, not wide. I don’t 
want the change to fall out my pocket if my box is 
on a slant. I still believe there might be a toll gate 
to get into Heaven that only takes quarters. Jeff 
also helped Nancy my wife, write my obituary. See 
what you think of it. “Dean E. McKnight passed 

away surrounded by his loving wife and his last two 
friends, who ask not to be identified. Dean spent 
many years in the banking business and if you 
knew him, we don’t need to say anything, and if 
you didn’t know him, you didn’t miss anything”.

The holidays are a big reason to be a kid again. 
Sing songs, look at the many decorations, act 
silly at a Christmas party, or buy yourself a toy to 
either play with or disturb others. Warning: The fun 
day will be less fun if you give yourself a nervous 
breakdown putting your toy together.

Now with all these special days and special things 
going on with your own special family, isn’t there 
one thing you do for others that just stands alone 
and always brings a smile and a special lump in 
your throat and heart? Well, how about that little 
boy and his sister who watched wide eyed and 
filled with excitement as you went by with your 
unit in the parade. Your chest had to fill pride and 
maybe your smile got just a little wider. Do you 
remember the sounds of the children’s laughter 
at the Jaffa Kiddies Christmas Party? If sharing 
a Christmas gift with these children was the only 
thing we did as Shriners all year, I would still be 
proud to call myself a Jaffa Shriner. Do you ever 
look at our Jaffa calendar? It’s loaded with all the 
good things we do as Shriners. Holidays are not 
just for kids. Holidays are an opportunity for us 
all to be kids one more time before everyday life 
catches up to us again. Thanks to all my fellow 
Nobles who let me be a kid without having to “Kick 
the Can”.
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JAFFA JOURNAL 
STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP

In compliance with the requirements of the postal laws, the Jaffa Journal has 
on September 30, 2025 filed at the local post office the following statement of 
ownership, management, and circulation, required by the Acot of October 23, 
1962, Section 4369, Title 39, United States Code.

The Jaffa Journal is published bi-monthly. The address of the publication and 
also the general business office is Jaffa Shrine Center, 2200 Broad Avenue in 
Altoona, PA.

The names and addresses of the publisher and managing editor are:

Publisher: Jaffa Shrine Center, 2200 Broad Avenue, Altoona PA, 16601 
Editor: Richard Courtot, 2200 Broad Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601 
Managing Editor: Richard Courtot, 2200 Broad Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601

KNOWN BONDHOLDERS, MORTGAGEES AND OTHER SECURITY HOLDERS 
OWNING OR HOLDING 1 PERCENT OR MORE OF TOTAL AMOUNT OF BONDS, 
MORTGAGES OR OTHER SECURITIES-NONE

Extent and Nature of Circulation:

A. Total Number Copies Printed   1705  1921

B. Paid Circulation

1. Mail Subscription-Outside County  1044  688

2. Mail Subscription-In County   832  125

3. Paid Distribution Outside the Mail  NONE  NONE

4. Paid Distribution by Other Classes of Mail NONE  NONE

C. Total Paid Distribution    1876  813

D. Free Distribution by Mail Carrier or      
Other Means, Samples, Complimentary  
and Other Free Copies    1876  NONE

E. Total Distribution     1826  813

F. Copies Not Distributed    50  NONE

G. Total      1876  813 

I verify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete.

Richard Courtot, Editor 
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JAFFA SHRINE 
MOUNTED PATROL

Meets 2nd Wednesdays
Interested? Email: 

mountedpatrol@jaffashriners.org
Mounted Patrol Room – 7:00

Looking for Mounties 
& Mounts

 

RAH Sports LLC

Rich Huether
814-317-5120

JAFFA COLOR GUARD
MEETS 3RD WEDNESDAY

7:00PM

WANTED
New Members
Come Ride With Us

JAFFA CYCLE 
CORPS
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Homestyle Cooking in a Relaxed Atmosphere
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

McElhattan/Woolrich Exit off Rt. 220
Box 241, McElhatten, PA 17748

570-769-7385

Mon-Thur 6am - 8pm
Fri-Sat 6am - 9pm

Sun 7am - 8pm

RESTAURANTRestless OaksRestless Oaks
Join us!!

Meetings are 2nd Wednesday

of each month 7pm

EAT ’N PARK in

INDIANA, PA

INDIANA COUNTY SHRINE CLUB

MEMORIAL ON THE PASSING OF 

ILLUSTRIOUS SIR DARREL L. BATHURST

January 22. 1941 – October 19. 2025

Whereas, on Sunday, October 19, 2025, the Supreme Architect of the Universe sent 
the black camel, which carried our esteemed brother, Illustrious Sir Darrel L. Bathurst 
to his eternal reward, and

Whereas, that great architect in his infinite wisdom, called our exalted Masonic brother, 
devoted husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather from his Earthly labors to rest 
in that home on high, not made by hands, eternal in the heavens, and 

Whereas, his untiring efforts, unswerving loyalty and devotion to his Fraternity earned 
him the esteem and admiration of his brothers and his passing will leave an everlasting 
void in the minds and hearts of all the Nobility, and as Potentate of Jaffa Shriners in 
2008 his sound judgement and safe counsel were invaluable resources to all of the 
Nobles of Jaffa Shrine, and

Whereas, he was born in Altoona, Pennsylvania, son of the late Walter and Adeline Bathurst. Darrel was married to Linda R. 
who preceded him in death. He is survived by his children: Leslie Burkey (Jim), Timothy (Lori); and Crystal Himes (Dan); six 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. Darrel was preceded in death by his brothers: Phil, Greg, Jim and Kenneth, and

Whereas, Darrel was a member of the former 12th Street United Methodist Church, Huntingdon, PA as well as the 
Presbyterian Church in Venice, Florida. Darrel was the owner of Central Distributors in Tyrone, PA retiring from there 
following 55 years of service, and

Whereas, Darrel was a member of Mountain Lodge #281 in Altoona, PA. He was also a member of the following Masonic 
organizations: Jaffa Shriners, Jaffa Motor Corps unit, Jaffa Cabiri No. 106, Altoona Court No. 70 - Royal Order of Jesters, 
and

Whereas, Darrel was also a member of the Tyrone Elks, the Moose Lodge and Sahib Shrine both in Venice Florida. Darrel 
loved spending time at his home in Florida and enjoyed fine dining, and

Whereas, the Potentate and Elected Divan unite with the Past Potentates and Nobility in this expression of enduring grief, 
which has been sustained by the Fraternity of which he was a faithful and prominent member; and be it further resolved that 
a copy of this resolution be printed in a timely issue of the Jaffa Journal and the original thereof be sent to his family.

                                                                                    This memorial was prepared by: Illustrious Sir James F. Miller 	
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ATTENTION NOBLES: Have you told your Lady and family that when you pass on, to give 
your Shrine and Masonic effects (Fez, jewelry, uniform, etc.) to a Mason in your family, or return 
them to the Jaffa Shrine Center. We will give them to some deserving Noble or return them to 
the Masonic organization. PLEASE DO NOT let these Shrine and Masonic items get into garage 
sales, flea markets or the wrong hands. Thank you!

Six Generations 
Strong

Altoona, PA
Family owned 
and operated 

since 1903

Very active and supportive of our community
Visit our outlet store: Route 764 in Duncansville

814-283-0049

Hours: Monday – Friday 8am to 7pm
Saturday – Sunday 8am to 3pm

Home of true outlet pricing
We are your one stop fundraising spot!

WRIGHT KNOX MOTOR LINES

Armagh, PA 15920
Gladys Knox

Local & Long Distance
US & Canada

Daryl Phipps
800-828-4023

The Officers and Nobles of Jaffa Shrine express their sincere sympathy to the families of 
these departed Nobles. Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers.

NOBLE	 LOCATION	 PASSED
DeWayne Floyd McGuire	 Dubois, PA	 8/28/2025
Larry C Reefer	 Indiana, PA	 12/31/2024
Alvin L. Snowiss	 Lock Haven, PA	 5/23/2025
Carl A. Feather	 Bedford, PA	 7/29/2025
Arthur T. Wood	 Altoona PA	 7/17/2025
Thomas R. Watters	 Everett, PA	 8/7/2025
Louis J. Maierhofer	 Hollidaysburg, PA	 10/18/2025
Darrel L. Bathurst, P.P.	 Altoona, PA	 10/19/2025

NOBLE	 LOCATION	 PASSED
Franklin Kruse	 Hesston, PA	 11/13/2025
Mark E. Shuey	 Virginia Beach, VA	 12/21/2024
Richard L. Mort	 New Florence, PA	 6/13/2025
David Alfred Dahlin	 Ebensburg, PA	 6/20/2025
James L. Moore	 Beech Creek, PA	 5/1/2025
Colson E. Jones	 Altoona, PA	 7/4/2025
Steven E. Shuey, Sr. 	 Port Matilda, PA	 7/14/2025
Ronald L. Snyder	 Rockwood, PA	 3/10/2025
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BLAIR MILL OUTLET
“Come on in and walk all over us”

Most Name Brands • Dealers Welcome • Commercial & Residential

115 Canal St., Hollidaysburg

814.695.6577
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9am - 6pm
SATURDAY 9am - 3pm

#PA010274

CARPET, VINYL,
HARDWOOD,
CERAMIC 

AND LUXURY 
VINYL TILE

ONE OF THE LARGEST INVENTORIES IN CENTRAL PA!

1st Exit Off Rt. 36 South of Hollidaysburg
Across from Warner’s Florist

NMLS #101157

HEMMINGER HOMES
MODEL HOMES ALWAYS ON DISPLAY

Complete Manufactured Housing Center
Modular • Sectional • Single Wide

Sales • Service • Supply Store

1-800-634-4687

Family Owned Business Since 1972
1023 Baer Lane, Somerset www.hemmingerhomes.com

Call for more info..
Barry Wright - 814.935.8668

Frank Ardizzone - 814.695.3490

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC 
CAR CLUB

Meets the second Thursday at 7pm

CONTRIBUTION FORM
Mail all contributions to: Jaffa Shrine Center, 2200 Broad Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601

I wish to make a donation to the following fund(s): 

Name & Address of Donor________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

	 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND	 	 ENDOWMENT FUND
	 Benefits Capital Improvements		  Benefits Jaffa Operations
	 to Jaffa Shrine Center

	 SHRINERS HOSPITALS	 	
	 Benefits Shriners Hospitals	 Designate Hospital to receive your donation (if desired) 

DONATION AMOUNT $___________	

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

44	 Jaffa Journal

JAFFA CALENDAR



D. Peterman Towing
	 24 Hour Towing	
	 Emergency Road Service	 Altoona, PA 16601

	 814.949.0822	 814.946.1571
814.515.8534

facebook.com/dpetermantow

If you are a musician who plays one of these –
we want you in the String Band!

JOIN NOW!!!
Call John Nale 814-329-3998 or Tyson Reid 814-312-5755

JAFFA USHERS
Meetings: September 18, October 17,  

November 13 and December 18

New members welcome!
Help us tell people where to go!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Executive Meeting

2
Bingo in the banquet 

Hall of Jaffa

3 4
Daughters of the Nile 

Meeting

5 6

7 8 9
Business & Unit Head 

Meeting

10
Kiddies Christmas Wrap

Meetings for:
Clinton County
Indiana Shrine 

Mounted Patrol
Patrol & Director
String Band Unit 

Drum & Bugle 
Legion of Honor

Lil' Vettes

11
Meetings for:

Antique & Classic Car
Highlanders

Jobel Court No. 11
Valley of Altoona 

Scottish Rite
Motor Corps

12 13

14
Kiddies Christmas 

Celebration

15
Mifflin County Shrine 

Club Meeting

16
Blood Drive @ Jaffa
Chanters Meeting

17
Clown Unit

18
Ushers Meeting

19
Cycle Corps Unit

20
Road Runners Meeting

21
Chicken BBQ  

Greeters Meeting

22 23
Cove Shrine  

Club Meeting

24 25
Christmas

26 27
Membership Meeting

Saint John's Day

28 29 30 31
New Year's Eve

Deadline to submit content for the FEB | March issue of the Jaffa Journal: Jan 15
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•	Landscaping Materials
•	Ready-Mixed Concrete 
	 & Building Supplies
•	Coal Pick-Up & Delivery
•	Concrete Countertops

Mill Run Road & 
31st Street, Altoona, PA

(814) 944-8175

W.H. KELLY & SON
QUALITY MONUMENTS SINCE 1873

Office Manager - Damian Charlesworth

209 Union Ave, Altoona PA
814-944-8572

whkellymonuments@gmail.com

Kindness, Compassion, and Respect
Lloyd C. Sorge, Supervisor 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
New Years

2 3
Jaffa Elections & Dinner

Ladies Luncheon

4 5
Executive Meeting

6
Bingo in the banquet 

Hall of Jaffa

7
Daughters of the Nile 

Meeting

8
Meetings for:

Antique & Classic Car
Highlanders

Jobel Court No. 11
Valley of Altoona 

Scottish Rite
Motor Corps

9 10
Beer & Wine Festival

11 12 13
Business & Unit Head 

Meeting

14
Kiddies Christmas Wrap

Meetings for:
Clinton County
Indiana Shrine 

Mounted Patrol
Patrol & Director
String Band Unit 

Drum & Bugle 
Legion of Honor

Lil' Vettes

15 16
Cycle Corps Unit

17
Road Runners Meeting

18
Chicken BBQ  

Greeters Meeting

19
Mifflin County Shrine 

Club Meeting

20
Blood Drive @ Jaffa
Chanters Meeting

21
Clown Unit

22
Meetings for:

Somerset Shrine Club
Provost Guard

23 24
Membership Meeting

Saint John's Day
Robert Burns Dinner

25 26 27
Meetings for:

Cove Shrine Club
String Band

28 29 30 31
Mounted Patrol  

Horse Races

JA
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6

Potentate's Trip to 
Punta Cana

Potentate's Trip to Punta Cana
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Burgmeier
Hauling

www.burgmeiers.com

Commercial Industrial Residential
Complete Document Destruction Services

Art Austin, arta@burgmeiers.com
Call (814) 943-8975 (Ext. 307) or Cell (814) 329-3054

Towing | Rebuildable Vehicles
Late Model Used Auto Parts
Nationwide Locating Service

8358 Woodbury Pike, Roaring Spring, PA 16673

814.695.8079 814.224.2337

FE
B
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U

A
R

Y
 2

02
6

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Executive Meeting

3
Bingo in the banquet 

Hall of Jaffa

4 5
Daughters of the Nile 

Meeting

6 7

8 9 10
Business & Unit Head 

Meeting

11
Kiddies Christmas Wrap

Meetings for:
Clinton County
Indiana Shrine 

Mounted Patrol
Patrol & Director
String Band Unit 

Drum & Bugle 
Legion of Honor

Lil' Vettes

12
Meetings for:

Antique & Classic Car
Highlanders

Jobel Court No. 11
Valley of Altoona 

Scottish Rite
Motor Corps

13 14
Jaffa Sweetheart Dance

15
Chicken BBQ  

Greeters Meeting

16
Mifflin County Shrine 

Club Meeting

17
Blood Drive @ Jaffa
Chanters Meeting

18
Clown Unit

Jaffa Fish Fry

19 20
Cycle Corps Unit

21
Road Runners Meeting

22 23 24
Meetings for:

Cove Shrine Club
String Band

25 26
Meetings for:

Somerset Shrine Club
Provost Guard

27 28
Membership Meeting

Saint John's Day
Jaffa 200 Club Event

Jaffa Mini-Golf Tournament

Jaffa Mini-Golf  
Tournament
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Tiffany Settle
REALTOR®

1103 N. Juniata Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648  •  814-695-5323
Tiffany@perrywellingtonrealty.com   •  www.perrywellingtonrealty.com

CALL or TEXT
814-283-5686

“Have a

VeryHappy
and

Wonderful

Holiday

Season”

716 Logan Blvd., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
(814) 942-2804 • Fax (814) 942-5123 

www.thecabinetreepa.com • Email: thecabinetree@verizon.net

Thomas Noland
Manager

Free Lessons: Bagpipes, Drums & Color Guard

JOIN THE JAFFA HIGHLANDERS
Business Meetings are the 2nd Sunday of the month 

Practice Every Sunday at 2pm in the Band Room

For more information contact W. Matt Evans
at wmattevans@gmail.com or 814-935-8364

RECORDER’S OFFICE
JAFFA SHRINERS

2200 Broad Avenue
Altoona, PA 16601

Phone: 814-944-4043
Toll Free: 1.800.JAFFA-11

Fax: (814) 944-3414
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 10am to 4pm

MOVING? Keep the Jaffa Journal 
arriving promptly by notifying

us 6-8 weeks before you move with 
your new address: 

Jaffa Journal, 2200 Broad Avenue,
Altoona, PA 16601

Next Journal Deadline:
Jan 15th, 2025

RETURN 
SERVICE 

REQUESTED
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